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The Last Enemy 


By Emmet Russell 


O NOT lie to me about death! 
Death is not fair or sweet or kind ; 
Death is worn and bent and blind, — 
An ill, harsh wind that sucks the breath. 


Tell me the truth, for I must know 

If I can stand death’s hard, sharp sting, 
Or bear to see death’s black, dull wing 
Fly through that vale down which I go. 


O turn from death’s to Jesus’ face, 

Who died, who rose, who lives for aye: 
Death is his foe till God’s last day 
When death shall die, thrall to his grace, 


Tell me the truth, glad, sure, and sweet! 
Though I may die, I may believe, 

And here and now God’s life receive, 
Then join the blest at Jesus’ feet. 


Tell me the whole truth! Let me see 
I may not die, but Jesus come 

In clouds of light to bear me Home: 
This is the Blessed Hope for me. 


ys 
How Sin Makes Us Enemies 


Sin is a murderer. “The wages of 
sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). Sin murders 
not only bodies and souls, but the most 
precious and beautiful human relation- 
ships. In a mission letter from the for- 
eign field to friends at home a mission- 
ary in Japan writes: “What word would 
you use to answer a little girl’s ques- 
tion. ‘Mummie, Jesus says, “Love your 
enemies.” What is an enemy?’ The 
only word the mother could find to de- 


. scribe an ‘enemy’ to the child’s under- 


standing was, alas, ‘Child, some one like 
your father.’ To such depths had drink 
brought that man.” And even when our 
sins may not make us cruel toward our 
loved ones as drink so often does, never- 


theless every tolerated sin in our life 
makes us, even if unconsciously to our- 
selves, an enemy for the time being of 
those we love most. For not only we 
suffer from our sins, but also they if 
they are members of the body of Christ. 
For “whether one member suffer, all the 
members suffer with it” (1 Cor. 12:26). 
If we sin, we are robbing those we love 
of some blessing God must hold back 
from them because of our sin. If we 
would cease to be enemies of our loved 
ones, we must hear God’s call through 
John, “My little children, these things 
write I unto you, that ye sin not” (1 
John 2:1). The Saviour who saves from 
the eternal death-penalty of sin is able 
and eager to keep us moment by moment 
from the power of sin, if we but believe 
his word that “sin shall not have do- 
minion over you: for ye are not under 
the law, but under grace” (Rom. 6:14). 
His sufficient grace (2 Cor. 12:9) can 
make us and keep us always the best 
friends of those we love most. 


<= 
The Joy of “Falling Into” 


Are we discouraged because we 
have just fallen into some unexpected 
trouble? Are we crying out to God to 
lift us out of this trouble? Do we feel 
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A Ten-Talented 


TIENNE MATTER was an Alsatian, 
E son and grandson of distinguished 
theologians, trained as an engineer 
in the Ecole Centrale des Arts et des 
Manufactures, artillery officer, and man- 
ager of a machine construction firm in 
Rouen. But his brilliant sky was sud- 
denly overcast by the death of a greatly 
loved wife, leaving him with the care 
of four little orphans. He was at this 
time living apart from God. Hence he 
was without consolation. He would 
walk out with his little brood, all 
dressed in black, and the walk usually 
ended at the dear tomb in the Cimetiére 
Monumental. 
Hi CoNvERSION 
In 1894 the Salvation Army came to 
Rouen and shook the city. Meetings 
were held in the Salle de Casino near 
where Joan of Arc was burned. Butt 
of ridicule! Oh, of course! Catholics 
thought it a shocking thing that one 
should pray in a Casino. The man on 
the street was curious to know how it 
could be done. When at the end of an 


that, if only he would lift us out right 
away, then we could rejoice? Perhaps 
we have been reading our Bible the 
wrong way around. Thomas E. Stephens, 
Founder of The Great Commission 
Prayer League, long since taken Home 
to be with the Lord, had a letter years 
ago from a friend who was in deep 
trouble and who asked Mr. Stephens 
to pray for him. This consecrated friend 
not only prayed, but wrote a very beau- 
tiful letter in which he said, among 
other things: “We are told, you know, 
to ‘count it all joy when ye fall into 
divers temptations [or testings]’ (Jas. 
1:2). Most of us count it all joy when 
we fall out of any testing or trouble; 
but the Holy Spirit tells us to count it 
all joy when we fall into trouble.” That 
was a revelation to the distressed and 
discouraged friend, and he has never 
forgotten it. If, today, any of us have 
fallen into some severe trouble or test- 
ing time, this is the time to rejoice, — 
yes, even to count it all joy! It means 
that we have an utterly unusual oppor- 
tunity of trusting the Lord in the dark. 
Because he has let us fall into this 
trouble, God is eager to give us a mar- 
velous blessing that we could have in 
no other way. Shall we push the bless- 
ing away, or shall we thank him, wel- 
come it, and rejoice? 


French Christian 


early meeting a Salvationist began tq 
pray there was such a tumultuous out- 
cry of objection that the Mayor of Rouen 
advised him not to continue. M. Mat- 
ter strayed into one of the meetings, at 
first standing near the doorway. Soon 
he was kneeling beside a Salvationist. 
Some days after he went to Cannes 
to keep the first anniversary of his wife’s 
death in the room where she had passed 
away. There the final decision was 
made. He was henceforth a new man, 

He entered the train at Cannes to re- 
turn to Rouen. When he had settled 
down in the compartment he groped me- 
chanically in his pockets and discovered 
a package of excellent cigars which he 
had brought with him to break the 
monotony of his voyage. But since he 
had now become a resolute and con- 
sistent Christian, smoking appeared an 
act incompatible with his new-found life 
as a son of God. 

On his return to Rouen he found his 
old cherrywood pipe, faithful companion 
of so many long hours of solitary work. 





266 * 


With the point of his knife he traced on 
it the single word, Fini (“ended”), and 
kept it as a symbol of his break with 
the past. 

The conversion of this man will aston- 
ish those who believe only in education 
and think of the Maréchale’s message of 
salvation more suited to slum folk of 
Rouen than to this young engineer, son 
and grandson of pastors. But they are 
not astonished who know by personal 
experience that every soul is profoundly 
tainted with sin and can live only by the 
forgiveness of God. Some time after he 
wrote: 

“Dear Maréchale: Three years ago this 
evening a poor man entered the Casino 
by chance as it seemed. He had never 
dreamed, or hoped, that the Salvation 
Army could help him to salvation. God 
inspired you. The Holy Spirit made 
your words penetrate the armor of sin 
that covered my poor heart. Two days 
later I was born into the new life.” 

When later he told her that he was 
not worthy to shake hands with her, she 
replied, “This hand will carry blessing 
and salvation where I could never go.” 

When he got back to Rouen he wit- 
nessed a good confession before his 
workmen: “I need not tell you with 
what tremblings I rose and spoke be- 
fore all these acquaintances, — foundry- 
men, employees, and engineers. But Ii 
have the feeling of duty done and of a 
step taken, drawing thus near to God.” 


His Work 


In 1896 he decided to give up his busi- 
ness and to devote his whole life to 
Christian service. He found a place in 
a Protestant enterprise for the assist- 
ance of discharged prisoners and the 
help of waifs. It was a great renuncia- 
tion for this brilliant engineer and 
manufacturer. For thirty-five years he 
devoted his gifts to the social and spir- 
itual needs of the unfortunate. Already 
had he identified himself with the Blue 
Cross Society for the rescue of drunk- 
ards. This head of a large machine busi- 
ness would stand at the door inviting 
men into the meetings to the astonish- 
ment of his own workmen. “Alcohol- 
ism,” he wrote, “is in the majority of 

‘cases the origin of the misery of those 
we assist. These men disappoint us 
often. Their good intentions go bank- 
rupt. But we must be armed against 
discouragement by the remembrance 
that God is with us.” 

“Oh, why have I not remained faithful 
to my good resolutions each time I come 
out of prison?” said one prisoner to him. 

“Because you seek your support in 
yourself, feeble creature, and not in the 
All Powerful,” answered Matter. 

So he gave himself to intercession for 
these weaklings of habit. Pacing one 
day the lane leading to the entrance of 
the Fresnes prison he said quietly, “This 
lane is the lane of prayer.” A prison 
chaplain, Pastor Beuzart, wrote of him: 
“In the prisons of Fresnes, de la Sante, 
and de la Roquette, I constantly felt the 
energetic and helpful work of Etienne 
Matter. He knows how to find our pris- 
oners’ hearts. Who can number those 
who have returned to an honest life 
through him? One could quote a thou- 
sand examples. He is the Providence of 
prisoners, chief of those who bind up 
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the sores of the wounded on the fero- 
cious battlefield of modern civilization.” 

For twenty-two years Etienne Matter 
was President of the Blue Cross Society. 
He campaigned France with converted 
drunkards in a van prepared for the 
purpose. He also first organized in 
France the work of the Bands of Hope, 
enrolling seventy-seven sections, with 
more than 24,000 children. His devotion 
to the hopeless was unwearied. A ter- 
rible outcast whom M. Matter followed 
for years writes: 

“One day the door of my cell opened 
in the Petite-Roquette prison. What 
was my astonishment to see the tall fig- 
ure of M. Matter in the frame of the 
door. ‘Are you here!’ I said to him 
sadly. ‘Yes, my poor boy,’ he replied. 
Then without any ado he sat down on 
my bed and talked of what had led me 
to these sorrowful prisons. Later he 
came to see me in the Conciergerie. 
When I left that place he gave me 
clothes and money so that I could go to 
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Belgium, and shadowed me until my de- 
parture, for the police were on my 
tracks.” 

Again in prison, hating society and 
hating self, this man sought death by 
suicide. When he attempted to kill a 
prison guard he was chained to the wall 
of a dungeon. The guard read to him a 
letter from M. Matter imploring him not 
to fall deeper into the frightful abyss. 
“He never abandoned me. When I en- 
tered the army he followed me with his 
Christian friendship. Then came the 
most terrible years of my life.” This 
refers to an incarceration from which 
Clemenceau, then Minister of the Inte- 
rior, refused to release him saying: 
“This man is too dangerous for society. 
He must be kept in perpetual confine- 
ment.” 

“Henceforth I was without hope, ever 
turning over in my mind the most som- 
ber projects. One day M. Matter him- 
self appeared in this frightful hell. He 


(Continued on, page 270) 
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What of the Book, “Il, Yahweh’? 


There has recently been brought to my 

attention a book entitled “I, Yahweh,” by 
Robert Munson Grey. I know that the 
,book is strongly defended by some and 
condemned by others. I have felt it 
would be a fine thing if you might find 
time to read the book and give to the 
readers of THE Sunpay ScHoo, TrmMes your 
candid opinion of it. For myself, there 
is something about the book that causes 
me almost to shrink from it, and yet I 
know other men who consider them- 
selves evangelicals who think it a great 
book. It is this that gives me the desire 
to know what you might think of it.— 
A Delaware pastor. 


The Delaware pastor does well to 
shrink from this book, which appears 
to be one of the most amazing and mon- 
strous exhibits of the blasphemous in- 
solence of modern literature that has 
yet appeared. It is, of course, highly 
commended by religious Liberals or 
Unitarians, as is to be expected. Dr. 
Gaius Glenn Atkins, of Auburn Theolog- 
ical Seminary, says of it: “I think it is 
by any test a remarkable piece of work. 
... The technique is difficult and daring 
but is entirely permissible and defen- 
sible from the point of view of the stu- 
dent of religion.” Harry Elmer Barnes 
says: “The book is an admirable com- 
bination of Biblical and _ historical 
knowledge and popular exposition. The 
conception is audacious but thoroughly 
sound.” Albert C. Dieffenbach, the well 
known Unitarian minister, editor, and 
writer, says: “It baffles, antagonizes, 
inspires, and stimulates. . .. Before the 
simple Galilean who talks of a ‘Father’ 
stands Yahweh, your god and mine, dis- 
credited, embarrassed, yet always con- 
scious that there is something higher 
to which he does not attain. . . . This 
remarkable story of mankind will be 
called sacrilegious by some persons who 
have not caught up with the truth about 
themselves and their god.” Even the 
well known Liberal Episcopal clergy- 
man, Dr. Joseph Fort Newton, says: 


“It is superbly written, luminous in its 
insight, and perfectly devastating in its 
implications. The story of Yahweh, and 
his final conversion to the Christian re- 
ligion, is an epic. . . . It made me want 
to be a Christian for three whole days.” 

And what is the theme of this won- 
derful work? The Editor of THE SunpDay 
Scuoot Times has not read the book, but 
the following is from a statement by its 
publishers (Willett, Clark and Co., Chi- 
cago and New York). “What excites us 
is the sheer audacity and magnificence 
of Mr. Grey’s conception. it is a novel 
in the form of an autobiography, but the 
autobiography is that of no less a person 
than the God whom the Jews of the Old 
Testament gave to the Western world. 
This God, Yahweh, is not a God of per- 
fection, but a very human God. He re- 
fiects man’s moral insights and also 
man’s compromises with evil and the 
lesser good. Molded by man he rises 
only so high as man will let him—he 
goes up and down in history with hu- 
man aspiration or the lack of it. ... The 
reader will follow Yahweh’s account of 
his own beginnings and of his first great 
adventure with Abraham. ... He- will 
hear the ancient Hebrew prophets, not 
as man heard them, but as their words 
thundered in the ears of their God, 
shocked him, puzzled him, bemused him. 
... St. Paul persuading Yahweh to leave 
Palestine and become a Christian. . 
The Emperor Constantine hypnotizing 
Yahweh with the promise of world- 
power through the sword.” 

And the publishers say: “In all mod- 
ern literature we know of no more dar- 
ing insight than that which comes at the 
moment when the Galilean turns on 
Yahweh —and calls him Satan!’ Can 
blasphemy go farther? The book is a 
tragic exhibition of the depths to which 
degraded human nature can sink in ig- 
norance and blindness when rejecting 
“the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom thou .hast sent” (John 17:3). 
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God's solemn warnings that few heed 


Satan’s “Angels of Light’’ in These Last Days 
By Louis S$. Bauman, D.D. 























the end of the age will appear as 

“angels of light” and as “the apos- 
tles of Christ” is the solemn warning of 
God’s sure word of prophecy. This 
warning must sink deeply into the con- 
sciousness of all who would walk safely 
in these last days. Of these “wolves 
in sheep’s clothing,” Paul wrote to his 
Corinthian brethren: 


Tene the emissaries of Satan in 


For such are false apostles, deceitful 
workers, transforming themselves into the 
apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for 
Satan himself is transformed into an angel 
of light. Therefore it is no great thing if 
his ministers also be transformed as the 
ministers of righteousness (2 Cor. 11:13-15). 


Mark it well, the most potent agents 
of the father of all diabolical spiritual 
contraptions and nostrums will pose as 
“the apostles of Christ.” Though princes 
of darkness, they will come unto us as 
“angels of light.” 


The Incarnation of Satan 


“Beware of false prophets,’ warned 


the Master, “which come to you in 
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravening wolves” (Matt. 7:15). Indeed, 
the Master warned us that at the close 
of the age we need to be on guard 
against the coming of the Devil incar- 
nate, in the body of Antichrist, profess- 
ing, even as he comes, to be the incar- 
nate God. Listen to the warning: 

Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, 
here is Christ, or there; believe it not... 
Behold, I have told you before (Matt. 34: 
23-25). 

This great camouflager is going to 
present such apparently genuine marks 
of the Messiah of God that even Israel, 
deceived, will hail his arrival upon the 
earth in the body of the Antichrist as 
the coming of the “Wonderful, Counsel* 
lor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace.” Solemn 
indeed was the Master’s warning to the 
Jews: “I am come in my Father’s name, 
and ye receive me not: if another shall 
come in his own name, HIM YE WILL RE- 
CEIVE” (John 5:43), 

Make sure of this one thing, then — 
the unfailing Word of God reveals that 
the most dangerous enemies to both Jew 
and Christian in that last hour are to be 
spirits that seemingly are the spirits of 
the apostles of Christ, and yet will be 
spirits utterly antichrist. And, in this 
hour, the soul that shall have the cour- 
age to rip off the camouflage and ex- 
pose these imps of Satan in their true 
character will have to be prepared to be 
labeled unbrotherly, narrow, ignorant, 
uncharitable, intolerant, malicious, dev- 
ilish, contemptible, offensive, out-of- 
date, evil-minded, and other epithets 
that are familiar to every up-and-doing 
saint of God. However, our Lord bore 
all of that; and who are we that we 
should not follow in his train? . 

We can be thankful that God has re- 
vealed to us aforehand the exact nature 


It is only human imagination that 
sees Satan with horns, cloven hoofs, 
and a forked tail. “The god of this 
world” is far too intelligent to put 
himself forward in any such guise 
as that. We do not realize that 
Satan himself has rare attractive- 
ness and beauty, and that he is care- 
ful to use “angels of light” as his 
special messengers among men to- 
day — preachers filling “Christian” 
pulpits, men and women of charm, 
intellect, magnetism, rare gifts, and 
talents who make a constant appeal 
to that which seems to be highest 
and best in human nature. 


Dr. Bauman, the brilliant and dis- 
cerning student of Bible prophecy 
whose preaching and writing have 
brought blessing to many, brings to- 
gether startling and sobering facts in 
this article. It will be continued in 
next week’s issue, when Dr. Bauman 
will take up more actual cases of 
popular false religious teaching in 
our day. 








of the activities of Satan’s “angels of 
light” when they arrive. 

They will pose before the world as the 
repositories of wisdom, human and di- 
vine. They will come with words 
learned and pretentious. It has always 
been so. “The world by wisdom knew 
not God” (1 Cor. 1:21). “Behold, [when] 
the Lord cometh with ten thousands of 
his saints, to execute judgment,” his 
enemies shall be largely men and 
women who with “their mouth speaketh 
great swelling words, having men’s per- 
sons in admiration because of advan- 
tage” (Jude 14-16). 


Great Swelling Words 


We offer one sample among many. 
Not long ago, at a “Recognition Service” 
held in honor of a certain promi- 
nent Los Angeles clergyman, this clergy- 
man delivered an address to the “dis- 
tinguished guests and friends” gathered 
in his honor; and this address was pub- 
lished as “A Statement of Faith.” It 
contained the following: 


I believe in a loving God philosophically 
defined, and defensible from the cosmolog- 
ical, the ontological, and the teleological 
viewpoints. . . . I believe in Christ’s trans- 
Pparency as a medium for our knowing God. 
... It is perfectly plausible to hypothecate 
the continuance of observable sense percep- 
tive area trends into the areas beyond sense 
perception. , . . I believe in the philosophi- 
cal interpretation of religion and life. I 
think the interrelatedness of categorical data 
must be increasingly recognized. I am a 
Monist believing ... there is but one ulti- 
mate irreducible from which both mind and 
matter evolve. 


Well, the clerical word-jobber has one 
thing in his favor: no ordinary mortal 
can rise up and say, “It ain’t so!” When 
one reads the Bible, the fundamental 
meaning of which a little child can 


grasp, one sometimes wonders why the 
infinite and omniscient God falls so 
far short of the marvelous word-pro- 
fundity of these Modernistic ordained 
wind-jammers! One thing we know, — 
whatever their words may mean, they 
speak not the language of the Word of 
God. Go, read all the words that he 
ever uttered to men, and see if God 
in his infinite wisdom ever spoke to his 
little children in words like those of the 
Los Angeles “Doctor of Divinity.” Im- 
agine, if you can, the Christ of Galilee 
calling together his fishermen disciples 
and saying to them: “It is perfectly 
plausible to hypothecate the continuance 
of observable sense perceptive area 
trends into the areas beyond sense per- 
ception”! Spirits whose mouths “speak 
great swelling words” speak a language 
foreign to God, and are betrayed by 
their speech. It is one of the common- 
est tricks of the Devil to hide from the 
common people his demoniacal doctrines 
underneath a profundity of words, but 
leaving the impression that men so pro- 
found as their “great swelling words” 
would indicate are safe guides to follow. 


Where to Find Crystal Clearness 


Be not deceived! When God speaks, 
he speaks in the language of the fisher- 
men of Galilee — yea, of the little babes 
and sucklings he so greatly loves. In- 
deed, the profoundest of all the apostles 
that God sealed said: “And I, brethren, 
when I came to you, came not with ex- 
cellency of speech or of wisdom, declar- 
ing unto you the testimony of God” (1 
Cor, 2:1). 

And now note. When this loquacious 
ecclesiastic returned to sanity long 
enough’ to speak a few words easy to 
be understood, we were not at all sur- 
prised to hear him say: 


Only the scientific emancipation of re- 
ligion will ultimately thwart the drift 
toward apostasy which is currently ob- 
servable. . . . I believe in the reality of 
sin, but also the redemptive power of 
Christ, and feel that the cross, though not 
the substitutionary atonement or blood sac- 
rifice [italics mine], must be kept at the 
heart of our faith. . . . The inerrancy of 
the Bible, Virgin Birth, Blood Atonement, 
Physical Resurrection, and Bodily Return 
are not the fundamentals of Christianity. 


We wonder just what this preacher 
would call “apostasy,” which he said 
“is currently observable”? Would that 
some men were observant of the mean- 
ing of their own words. Again, he says: 

I believe in Christian Missions when 
placed upon the “sharing and service” deal, 
rather than seeking nominal converts from 


cultures greatly antedating and in many 
Ways greatly excelling our own. 


All of which is but another way of 
saying that he considers Buddhism, Hin- 
duism, and Confucianism superior “cul- 
tures” to the culture of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and his prophets and apostles. 
Why a “wolf” like that doesn’t crawl 
out of his “Christian” garb and into the 
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Buddhistic wrappings that 
superior culture is a mystery. 

The God of Heaven, in his infinite 
power, sometimes opens the mouths of 
these modern pulpiteering “angels of 
light” even as he opened the mouth of 
one of their ancient brethren belonging 
to Balaam, and compels them to testify 
to their own condemnation. Listen to 
another Los Angeles fleece-covered ec- 
clesiastic: 


indicate 


There is an insidious and destructive 
atheism. It fills the land with the black- 
ness of despair. But it is not among the 
organized “Angels of Satan” nor in the 
bands of self-conscious sophomores. Neither 
is it in the lives of the avowedly material- 
istic nor the frankly indifferent. The athe- 
ism which is wrecking Civilization is ram- 
pant in the halls of religion. It is we who 
have let midnight fall upon our people. 


Ipse dixit! 


Satan’s “apostles of Christ” in the last 
days will be especially active in their 
denial of the substitutionary nature of 
the cross. The apostle Jude speaks of 
them thus: “They have gone in the way 
of Cain.” The offering of Cain, which 
God rejected, was a bloodless offering, 
— “the fruit of the ground” (Gen. 4:3). 
The offering of Abel, which God re- 
spected, was a “firstling of his flock’ — 
a lamb whose blood ran down over the 
altar. “By faith Abel offered unto God 
a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by 
which he obtained witness that he was 
righteous, God testifying of his gifts: 
and by it he being dead yet speaketh” 
(Heb. 11:4). 

Yes, Abel, “being dead yet speaketh” 
in stentorian tones of the only sacri- 
fice which God, who is “the same yes- 
terday, and to day, and for ever,” will 
ever receive as the basis for reconciliation 
with sinful men. And how these mod- 
ern Cains do still hate Abel and his sac- 
rifice! Nothing excites the wrath of 
the Devil more than to hear the blood 
of Jesus Christ proclaimed as the only 
basis upon which the sinner may return 
in peace to God. Satan knows that, had 
not the blood been shed, the souls of all 
men would be his. “Forasmuch as ye 
know that ye were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, as silver and gold... 
but with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lamb without blemish and with- 
out spot” (1 Pet. 1:18, 19). And how 
solemn is the warning also of Peter: 


But there were false prophets also 
among the people, even as there shall be 
false teachers among you, who privily shall 
bring in damnable heresies, even denying 
the Lord that bought them and bring upon 
themselves swift destruction. And many 
shall follow their pernicious ways; by rea- 
son of whom the way of truth shall be 
evil spoken of. And through covetousness 
shall they with feigned words make mer- 
chandise of you: whose judgment now of 
a long time lingereth not, and their dam- 
nation slumbereth not (2 Pet. 2:1-3). 


There is no mistaking the meaning of 
these inspired words. The only price for 
the sinner’s redemption is “the precious 
blood of Christ.” With that blood we 
have been bought. To spurn that price, 
and to offer some other price, is to deny 
“the Lord that bought” us, and bring 
upon ourselves “swift destruction” from 
the God who “spared not the angels that 
sinned” (2 Pet. 2:4). No matter how 
sweet of voice, how polite of lip, how 
blue of blood, how lovely of word, how 
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gracious of manner, how liberal of purse, 
how kindly of touch, how good of deed 
a man may be, the sinful soul that de- 
nies “the Lord that bought” him is eter- 
nally lost —separated forever from the 
God who gave his only begotten Son to 
die, and the Christ who made his soul 
an offering for sin. 

More and more do these “angels of 
light” despise the ordinances instituted 
by our Lord, simply because these ordi- 
nances are constant reminders of the 
sacrificial atonement by the blood of 
our Saviour. Last year, in Waterloo, 
Iowa, a well known and highly re- 
spected Christian woman, very active 
in the Master’s work, told me that she 
saw a preacher in her own denomina- 
tion (now the President of a Church 
University in Iowa) stand before a 
group of young Christian people and, 
holding aloft the bread and wine of 
Holy Communion that he was about to 
administer, he said: “I may shock you, 
young people. These elements are no 
more symbolic than any other food. 
They happened to be the food of the 
time. I hope soon to be serving coffee 
and potatoes.” 

Verily, the “damnation” of a defiler 
of the holy vessels of the house of God 
“slumbereth not.” Listen to the mutter- 
ing thunders of coming judgment: “For 
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if we sin wilfully after that we have 
received the knowledge of the truth, 
there remaineth no more sacrifice for 
sins, but a certain fearful looking for 
of judgment and fiery indignation, which 
shall devour the adversaries. He that 
despised Moses’ law died without mercy 
under two or three witnesses. Of how 
much sorer punishment, suppose ye, 
shall he be thought worthy, who hath 
trodden under foot the Son of God, and 
hath counted the blood of the covenant, 


wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy , 


[R. V., common] thing, and hath done 
despite unto the Spirit of grace? For 
we know him that hath said, Vengeance 
belongeth unto me, I will recompense, 
saith the Lord” (Heb. 10:26-30). 

If saying that the “bread” and the 
“wine” may as well have been “coffee” 
and “potatoes” does not make the 
speaker guilty of a sin that will call 
for the “vengeance” as declared, then 
words are without meaning. These scoff- 
ing Modernists seem to know no limits. 
Because of their greater light, more 
guilty are they than the Babylonian 
pagans who, defiling the holy vessels 
of God, suddenly saw the hand of God 
writing, ‘“‘Tekel! Tekel!” upon the walls 
of their pagan feast-hall, and in that 
night went to their doom! 


(To be concluded next week) 








Where all the children really studied the 
ible and enjoyed it 








How We Ran Our Vacation Bible School 


By Faith R. Williams 














HERE was no sigh of relief from 

the children when our Daily Vaca- 

tion Bible School closed last year, 

but rather a feeling of sorrow; and now 

we look forward again to facing that 

eager group of pupils, so happy to be 
present, so willing to learn. 

Through the years we have worked 
out a program that we find to be quite 
satisfactory. Last year the children as- 
sembled at the sound of the nine o’clock 
bell and marched in, the boys through 
one door, the girls through the other, 
singing as they marched. The leaders 
carried flags. 

We opened our assembly exercises 
with a hymn, all our hymns being con- 
fined to the old ones that have stood 
the test of time. We found that the 
well thought out musical program in- 
creased the enthusiasm of the children 
for all the day’s work, so in addition 
to the hymns we had some of the popu- 
lar choruses, which the children called 
“peppy” choruses. The young people 
had brought back many of them from 
the Bible conference, so they were fresh 
and new. Two of:-them, however, were 
written especially for our Bible school, 
and these the children loved. We also 
sang verses of Scripture set to music. 
We found that this is a very easy way 
for children to commit Scripture to 
memory because they do it almost un- 
consciously. Some of this music we 
found in old copies of THe Sunpay 
ScHoo., Trmes which had previously been 
arranged in a scrap book for conven- 


ience. The amount of vim that children 
can put into music which strikes their 
fancy is very gratifying. Weeks after 
our Bible School had closed, some of 
the neighbors spoke appreciatively of 
the pleasure the music of the sweet 
young voices had brought to their 
homes. : 
After our opening musical number 
we recited our slogan. We spent some 
time deciding on a slogan, and finally 
chose the one belonging to the Colum- 
bia Bible College, which we changed 
to read, “To Know Christ and To Make 
Him Known.” We felt this slogan gave 
concisely the aim of our school. After 
an explanation of its meaning, our 
slogan was repeated daily. Also in the 
memorizing of Scripture we explained 
just what the words meant. Children 
commit too many things without know- 
ing the meaning of what they are learn- 
ing, but if the thought is clear, memo- 
rization is easier and pleasanter and 
the children receive a blessing which is 
denied if they do not know the mean- 
ing of the words they are repeating. 
We next concentrated on verses of 
Scripture on the subject of the Bible: 
Joshua 1:8, meditation and obedience; 
Psalm 1:2, delight in meditation; He- 
brews 4:12, the Word’s power; and 
others. Last year our verses for the 
opening exercises centered around 
“Prayer,” and another year, “Personal 
Work.” Children who had committed 
these passages recited them, with credit 
given for the memorizing. After three 
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weeks of repetition, these verses became 
very familiar. Next, we sang, “The 
Bible Stands.” 

Our opening assembly hour closed 
with offering and prayer. Then the chil- 
dren marched to their classes where 
the course outlined by Dr. A. L. Lathem 
of Chester, Pa. (Trues, April 10, 1937) 
was used with some additions, such as 
the study of the Tabernacle and a course 
in “How to Do Personal Work.” At 
10, the bell rang for recess with super- 
vised play. At 10.15, the children again 
assembled, this time to hear a Bible 
story told by one of the teachers, and 
then after singing one or two choruses 
they went to their classes to continue 
their studies. At 11.15, in our closing 
assembly, the classes took turns giving 
publicly something learned during the 
morning. This we found an excellent 
plan for several reasons: First, the chil- 
dren became accustomed to hearing 
their own voices in public; second, it 
acted as an incentive to study; and third, 
it gave assistance to those who must 
choose the children to take part in our 
closing program. Next we had a sword 
drill. There were few features in the 
daily program more popular than this. 
Children like competition, and, as they 
tried to find the verses, they realized the 
necessity for learning the location of 
the books of the Bible. The rapidity 
with which the children, even the lit- 
tle ones, found the verses surprised us. 
Credit was given to those successful 
in finding the verses first. After prayer 
and the singing of a closing verse of 
Scripture, the school was dismissed for 
the day, and the children marched out 
in an orderly way. 


Even a Class for Grown-Ups 


In addition to the classes for children, 
there was also an adult class which has 
proved to be very popular during the 
last few years, appealing to those who, 
heretofore overwhelmed by pressing 
duties, have had to neglect intensive 
Bible study. The adult class was the 
answer to the yearning of their hearts. 
This class has been most happy in its 
choices of subjects during the past four 
years. The class, taught by the pastor 
one year, studied the fundamentals of 
the faith; another year Dr. Scofield’s 
“Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth” 
was the textbook; at another time the 
theme was “Christ in the Old Testa- 
ment”; and last year “Faith” was traced 
from Genesis to Revelation. 

The work of the mission field was also 
presented in our school. We should feel 
that we had failed miserably if the chil- 
dren had not completed the school’s 
activities with a larger interest in the 
proclamation of the Message to the 
heathen lands, a greater love for the 
dark regions concerning which Christ 
said, “Go ye.” In some classes the mis- 
sionary story was used as a spur to 
more earnest endeavor. “Yes, when all 
the work scheduled for today is done, 
then we will have our missionary story,” 
the teachers answered, when the plea 
for the ever popular missionary story 
was heard. We were able to secure 
many inspiring stories as we scanned the 
field of missionary literature. Many of 
them were taken from old copies of 
THe Sunpay Scnoot Tres, which had 
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been filed away. Others were found 
in Everyland, a fine missionary maga- 
zine for children, which, I regret to say, 
is no longer being published, but we 
found that our city library had bound 
copies that furnished valuable material 
But let me add a word of warning to 
anyone contemplating buying material 
for the missionary story hour. Some of 
the present-day missionary stories are 
quite unsuited to a Daily Vacation Bible 
SchooL They may emphasize truthful- 
ness, kindness, and honesty, but that is 
all. I advise one to glance through a 
book before buying it, to see if stories 
are omitted which mention taking Christ 
to the children in lands where he is not 
known. If it is possible to have an ad- 
dress by a missionary on furlough, this 
will whet the children’s appetite for 
more news of the foreign field. We were 
fortunate in securing a missionary who 
brought many curios from her station, 
but they did not fill her time to the 
exclusion of the main thought that she 
went to Africa to win the little black 
children for Christ. A good addition, 
which we have used in other years in 
our missionary department, is a library 
with credit given for every missionary 
book read outside of school hours. 

We had no handwork in our school; 
in fact, we marvel that any school has 
time for it. Our time was all too short 
without that, and the children did not 
feel the lack of it in the least. One can 
learn to make waste baskets and bird 
houses at home or at day school, but 
Daily Vacation Bible School is the 
golden opportunity of the year for con- 
centration on the Word of God. 

There was fun in connection with our 
school. Diversion and relaxation must 
not be ignored, and we wanted the chil- 
dren to know that Christians can have 
a good time; in fact, the best time. 
We had a picnic which drew us all closer 
together,-as we swam in the Gulf and 
played on the beach. 


Prayer Meetings for the Teachers 


We had frequent teachers’ meetings 
where the problems of the school were 
discussec. Perhaps we should not use 
the word “problems,” for the spirit of 
our school was so fine that there were 
no difficulties, but plans for bettering the 
work were talked over with much 
prayer. It is difficult to find a con- 
venient time for the teachers’ meeting. 
We found it was not advisable to at- 
tempt to have it before school because 
some of our teachers were busy house- 
wives who found it hard even to reach 
the church early enough to get every- 
thing in readiness for the day’s work. 
On the other hand, if the meeting was 
conducted after school, there was a feel- 
ing of uneasiness, as every one was 
anxious to get home in time for the 
noon meal. So we decided to have our 
meetings during the recess. period, 
though it was necessary for some one 
to miss the meeting each day in order 
to supervise the children’s play. There 
was no set day for our meetings, but they 
were held when there was something 
which needed to be discussed or to 
check the work being done. At our 
first meeting we resolved that no one 
should complete this three weeks’ course 
until we had discovered his relationship 
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We were concerned about our closing 
exercises, desiring a program that would 
present the plan of salvation to unsaved 
parents who probably would be present. 
There was much prayer for this program 
and, as we planned, not only the 
teachers but also the children prayed, 
and at last the anticipated hour arrived. 
The house was well filled with a most 
appreciative and responsive audience. 

Our service opened with the invoca- 
tion by one of the Beginners. The audi- 
ence bowed their heads while one of 
the four-year-olds with closed eyes and 
in most fervent manner repeated the 
Lord’s Prayer. There were exclama- 
tions under the breath of the most in- 
different ones present which indicated 
that the opening act of worship had put 
every one in a proper frame of mind 
to be entirely in sympathy with the pro- 
gram of the evening. 


Well Stored Memories 


Then followed the Beginners perform- 
ance, including among other things the 
books of the Old Testament, even those 
formidable Minor Prophets which cause 
the stout hearts of adults to quail in the 
act of memorizing. Feats of other 
classes included the memorizing of 
whole chapters from different books. 
One lad told a missionary story and told 
it well, too. While we watched, another 
drew the map of Palestine on the board 
with cities inserted. There was a brief 
“sword drill,” and for the closing num- 
ber we had the Senior class give a dem- 
onstration of personal work, showing 
just how a personal worker talks to an 
unsaved person, meeting his arguments 
and quoting many passages of Scrip- 
ture. If there were unsaved people in 
the audience, we prayed that these 
verses might pierce their hard hearts, 
“For the word of God is quick, and 
powerful, and sharper than any two- 
edged sword.” 

The arguments in favor of a Daily 
Vacation Bible School are numerous. 
Three weeks of memorizing Scripture 
make the heart of the little child tender 
and his mind receptive when later God’s 
plan of salvation is presented. The soil 
has been prepared by storing the mind 
with the Word of God. Also the teacher 
who comes with the thought that this is 
a time of privilege—not merely a 
dreary duty—will be greatly blessed. 
And in addition, each year children who 
have not been accustomed to attending 
Sunday school form the habit as a re- 
sult of three weeks in the atmosphere 
of the church, and some of those attend- 
ing the adult class become members of 
the church. 

An accurate list of every one who at- 
tended the school was kept, and this 
year they will be notified just when the 
school is to begin. 

We closed our school with regret, but 
twelve months soon pass. Our pastor’s 
remark at the close was, “Let’s double 
our school next year,” and we feel that 
is a worthy objective for this year. We 
hope to be able to do it, for thus the 
blessing will be multiplied. 


St. Perersspurc, FLA. 
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Under the Skylight 


By The Farm Mother 




















The Order of the Shining Face 


T WAS something like twenty years 

ago that I first recall noticing one 
who bore unmistakably the insignia ‘of 
the Order of the Shining Face. I am 
sure I had encountered other such be- 
fore. I think there were several among 
my college mates; but in those days I 
was preoccupied with studying other 
traits, — poise, charm, intellectuality. 
This one I first identified was a girl 
recently out of college, sweet, ingenuous, 
full of fun. She was a little diffident, 
and I knew that she cherished that desire 
common to most normal girls for love 
and a happy marriage. When the con- 
viction came to her that God was call- 
ing her to China, her first impulse was, 
“Oh, I should never hesitate to become 
a missionary’s wife, but to go out alone 
—” But God called her to forsake 
everything and do just that. It was 
after she had confided to me her strug- 
gle and victory that I was struck with 
the light on her face. And it was there 
up to the hour when we bade her good- 
by. Incidentally, because she did not 
refuse the best choice, God later gave 
her, just as he did Solomon, all the other 
gifts. But that’s another story. 

Since then I’ve been watching for 
young people of the Shining Face and 
I’ve met a number of them,—not all 
missionaries by any means. I learned 
of an incident the other day that shows 
how sweetly God sometimes uses them. 
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There is a girl I have known intimately 
for years who is just emerging from 
college. She has never lacked charm, 
but back in her high school days she 
conceived the notion that it needed arti- 
ficial aids. Oh, she never looked at all 
like “flaming youth”; she always mixed 
her colors carefully and skillfully. Of 
late, however. she has arrived at the 
conviction that drug-store complexions 
and plucked eyebrows don’t seem to be- 
come the Lord’s people. She remarks 
ruefully that the change makes her look 
a bit of a “washout,” but I can’t help 
thinking that if her nails had been 
painted and her lips abnormally scarlet 
she would have missed an experience 
that came to her one Sunday night re- 
cently. 

She was sitting on a bench on the 
“L” platform waiting for her train when 
a middle-aged man beside her suddenly 
turned to her and cried, “Oh, can’t you 
say something to turn my mind from a 
terrible tragedy?” She looked at him 
with a littie hesitation, for the hour 
was late and she was alone, but he said: 
“I’m all right, but I’m nearly desperate. 
I’ve just lost the only relative I had in 
the world. She was a headstrong girl 
left to my care. I was harsh with her. 
Now she’s dead — and she didn’t forgive 
me.” A 

My young friend replied gently: “Of 
course no human being can give you 
what you need. Are you a Christian?” 
He was “trying to be.” Very quickly 
she told him just how to be sure beyond 
all mere trying, and she secured his 
promise to seek daily in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and his Word the help of which 
he stood in so bitter need. Then her 
train came. It was a tase of “ships that 
pass in the night.” 
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approached my bed guided by a nurse. 
After his visit something within me 
seemed dead. I seemed to take up life 
again. He finally procured my freedom. 

“It was in his office on the Rue de 
Fessart, a little later, that he attacked 
my drinking habit. For two hours he 
piled argument on argument, showing 
me the absolute need of abstinence. 
This philanthropist, this Christian, this 
man who knew high society as well as 
the wretched outcasts to whom he had 
vowed his life, strove to save not only 
a human body but a soul. I defended 
myself with asperity, not ready to give 
up that which I loved better than any- 
thing else in the world, — alcohol. When 
he left I noticed his sadness in not be- 
ing able to save me in spite of myself. 

“‘Well, my poor friend,’ he said. ‘If 
I have not won I have at least sown 
the seed. You will reflect: Your suf- 
ferings have been terrible, but not 
enough to show you your duty. I do 
not despair. You defend your vice with 
rare energy. That is so much to the 
good. I like this better than indiffer- 
ence. The hour will come when you 
will recall our conversation. God will 


grant that those who pray for you will 
have their prayers answered and you 
will come into the ranks of the Blue 
Cross.’ 

“My only answer was, ‘Never.’ 

“He did not abandon me, however. 
His tenacity has now for many years 
been rewarded. The hardened criminal 
who could not support himself has 
raised a family of eight children. The 
drinker is dead. In his place is a con- 
vinced abstainer who thanks God for 
having met M. Matter on his path of 
life.” 

There is not space to tell of M. Mat- 
ter’s great work in placing Paris street 
Arabs on Protestant farms in the Ar- 
dennes in the South of France. He was 
the Charles Loring Brace of his nation, 
and ninety per cent of the children dealt 
with made good. He, too, was back of 
the organization of the Salvationist 
work in the penal colony of French 
Guiana. 


His WITNESS IN THE ARMY 


When the war broke out he was 
mobilized as Commandant of Artillery 
and stationed at Epernay-Troissy. The 
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wife of the Protestant pastor of the 
place was surprised one day by a visit 
from this tall, kindly man, with his ex- 
pression of authority. He asked her 
about the affairs of the church, and 
when he learned that the pastor had 
been mobilized elsewhere, said, “The 
only thing is for the pastor’s wife to 
preach instead of her husband.” 

When she demurred he said, “We will 
pray for you, and you will lead the 
service.” 

The next Sunday when she came into 
the church she saw five officers kneel- 
ing in prayer at a bench near the choir. 
No wonder she said later, “I felt a spe- 
cial strength take hold of me when I 
spoke, driving out all fear.” Service 
over, Commandant Matter and his 
friends rose, and, standing at the end of 
the center aisle, shook hands with all 
the soldiers present, saying to them a 
few words of kindly encouragement. 
“It was an unforgettable sight of Chris- 
tian brotherliness.” 

Long after, and in the last year of his 
life, Etienne Matter, then nearly blind, 
passed that way again, and was asked 
by the pastor to write in the manse 
guest-book. Using an enlarging glass 
he wrote with much effort, “ “The Lord 
is good to those who wait upon him.’ 
This is the experience of your long 
years of ministry, dear friends. From 
one of your war parishioners, Comman- 
dant Etienne Matter.” 

In the terrible Verdun sector Com- 
mandant Matter attended, Sunday by 
Sunday, an improvised service in the 
ruined Protestant church. Many, many 
times shells whistled by and exploded in 
the neighborhood. Very characteristic 
was the letter written to the committee 
that had in charge the placing of chap- 
lains, regarding the African legion, that 
last resort of European criminals and 
drunkards: “I would like to point out 
one sector without a chaplain. This is 
the African legion, the battalion of sin- 
ners for whom the Saviour came to 
earth, the conversion of one of whose 
repentant chasseurs brings more joy to 
Heaven than the ninety and nine 
cuirassiers and artillerists who persevere 
in the good way.” 

One writes of him: “It was really 
moving to see this layman accompany- 
ing, as often as possible, the chaplain 
in his round, thus restoring even in 
military times the old discipline of the 
Reformed Faith which sent out the elder 
with the pastor on Christian service.” 
When he received the Croix de Guerre 
he said: “The Cross in which we glory 
is not one which hangs from a ribbon 
end.” 

His fine son was killed in battle, and 
the second died at the same time unex- 
pectedly. He wrote: ‘Why have I re- 
turned when so many have been left 
behind, when our two boys, so full of 
the future, have left us?” 

“No ‘Whys?’ Only Amens!” 

Here certainly was a Christian soldier 
worthy to be set alongside of the devout 
centurions of:the Gospels and the Acts. 





This editorial is based on the French book, 
“Etienne Matter (1859-1934). Témoignages et 
Sovvenirs.’’ Réunis par Jean Cadier, Pasteur. 
(Nouvelle Société d’éditions de Toulouse, 
France, 1936.) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 








By Ernest Gordon 

















fourteenth century John Wycliffe 

sent out young men from the Lut- 
terworth rectory with manuscript copies 
of the Bible under their arms, admonish- 
ing them “to go and preach but not to 
imitate the priests who sit in alehouses, 
gamble, and hunt. Visit the sick,” he 
continued, “the aged, the poor, the blind, 
and the lame.” These men were not 
trained theologians or ordained priests. 
It was the first laymen’s movement of 
the Reformation Church. 

The present-day Wycliffe preachers 
are trained at the Kensit Memorial Col- 
lege, Finchley. They travel from Land’s 
End to John o’ Groats preaching the 
Gospel and defending the Reformation 
in England. They are equipped with 
six motor caravans provided by friends 
at a cost of $3,000 each, four of which 
are also endowed. Mornings are spent 
in study, afternoons in house-to-house 
visitation, and evenings in meetings. 
Many of these meetings are held out- 
doors on village greens or in town mar- 
ket places. Services for children are 
arranged for in Sunday schools and 
Bands of Hope. In the West Midlands 
are centers of Anglo-Catholic propa- 
ganda, and the Protestant Truth Society 
here carries on active counter-propa- 
ganda. The headquarters of all this 
work is in St. Paul’s Churchyard, Lon- 
don. Mr. Kensit, its leader, is con- 
stantly speaking. “Always the largest 
hall in a town is engaged, and yet often 
many are turned away through lack of 
room.” He and his coworkers are also 
active in press correspondence which 
keeps alive Protestant interest and en- 
lightens the public. The Wycliffe Press 
has indeed a splendid plant, sending out 
a veritable flood of books, pamphlefs, 
and leaflets. 

A tifteenth century Bishop of Lincoln 
dug up Wycliffe’s body, burned it, and 
scattered the ashes “in the brook called 
the Swift,” but his soul goes marching 
on in this twentieth century organiza- 
tion. “This brook,” says Sir Thomas 
Fuller in a passage which forms the 
basis of Wordsworth’s sonnet, “con- 
veyed his ashes into Avon, Avon into 
Severn, Severn into the narrowest sea, 
they into main ocean, and thus the ashes 
of Wycliffe are the emblem of his doc- 
trine which now is dispersed the world 
over.” 


Te Wycliffe Preachers.—In . the 


The Protestant Truth Society of Eng- 
land, of which Wycliffe Preachers consti- 
tute a branch, is led by a strong group of 
laymen. The President is Commander R. 
G. Studd of the British Navy, and among 
the Vice-Presidents are Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Adair, General H, Biddulph, C.B., 
Sir Archibald Campbell of Succoth, 
Baronet, Rear Admiral Emdin, Lord 
Gisborough, the Right Honorable Sir T. 
W. H. Inskip, the Honorable Lancelot 
Joynson-Hicks, Admiral King-Ha"l, Col- 


onel Lefroy, Admiral Stileman, General 
Sir Arthur-Phayre, and many others. 


Notes of Revival.—In Tokyo a con- 
vention held by the Japan Evangelistic 
Band was a time of spiritual blessing. 
Mr. Mimaki writes of it: “The great 
hunger of the people was apparent from 
the first. Twelve hundred, coming from 
all parts of Tokyo, crowded into the 
church until it was feared that it would 
collapse. There was a great outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit. The speaker, Mr. 
Barclay Buxton, and the audience were 
filled with the glorious, burning, living 
Presence. Later meetings in other 
churches when he spoke on Holy Unc- 
tion and Living Hope were marked 
with the same outpouring and gave us 
the sure conviction that revival is com- 
ing to Japan even at such a time as 
this.” 

Gipsy Smith writes of his meetings in 
Texas: “The rising tide of grace is 
sweeping all before it. This morning 
I spoke to 1,500 high school students and 
the faculty. When I closed they wanted 
more.” 


A Cardinal Speaks Out.—To those who 
talk of “Christian liberty” in the use 
of the terrible protoplasmic poison, alco- 
hol, one may well quote the words of 
Cardinal Hlond of Warsaw at the last 
International Anti-alcohol Congress. He 
first repeated the words of Cardinal 
Mercier who at the age of fifty-four 
said: “Some circumstances having in- 
duced me to study the problem of alco- 
holism, I was struck with awe, not so 
much at the immensity of that evil as 
rather at the fact that, till that moment, I 
had not known this central problem.” 
Then continued Cardinal Hlond: “Apart 
from a restricted number of specialists 
and indefatigable apostles of temper- 


ance, who is there who could not repeat. 


this significant avowal of the great 
thinker and ecclesiast? Alcoholism is 
still a question unfamiliar to the gen- 
eral public, anti-alcohol literature finds 
no response, efforts toward temperance 
are often not taken seriously, and gov- 
ernment reforms are frequently inade- 
quate and inconsistent. This explains 
why alcoholism continues to spread un- 
controlled, works frightful social havoc, 
causes incalculable economic damages, 
undermines the vital and _ creative 
powers of populations, and as regards 
morals, acts like a hurricane breaking 
down on its way all the noblest off- 
shoots of the human soul. Face to face 
with so huge a task stand the states, 
the people, and the churches.” 


The Hilfsbund fur Mission und Evan- 
gelization (“Co-operative Alliance’ for 
Missions and Evangelism”) is working 
between the Baltic and the Black Sea 
with about a hundred colporteurs and 
preaching evangelists. The headquar- 
ters are in Warsaw and the leader is 


B. Goetze. Its main support is from 
Poland, Holland, and Switzerland, but 
because of exchange restrictions this has 
been lessened. One of the leading asso- 
ciates of this mission is the able and use- 
ful Dutch evangelical leader, Johan de 
Heer, a surety for its evangelical loy- 


alty and_ effectiveness. There are 
workers among Poles, Russians, Czechs, 
Roumanians, Bulgarians, Letts, Hun- 


garians, and Jews, and it is interdenom- 
inational. Eugene Deininger, 54 Wall 
Street, New York City, can give infor- 
mation regarding it. 

This mission has published a Russian 
New Testament in clear type and with 
good references, which has been a god- 
send to thousands of Russian exiles in 
Western Europe. It is now engaged in 
completing this with a new Russian 
Old Testament, and asks for prayers 
for its financing and for the composi- 
tors, proof readers, and all others en- 
gaged in this forward movement. 


Brief Notes—The old and_ useful 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowl- 
ledge is now described by the Eng- 
lish Churchman as engaging in the 
sale of ritualist goods,— Mass garments 
in Gothic, Roman, and Spanish types, 
albs, amices, maniples, copes, cribs, in- 
cense, sacring bells, wafers (all con- 
vent made), palms, medals, and cru- 
cifixes. : An important group of 
Japanese Salvationist officers have with- 
drawn from the Salvation Army as a 
protest against its military note and 
its control by a foreign organization. 
They also desire more emphasis on 
evangelism, and have themselves organ- 
ized the Japanese Gospel Evangelistic 
Association. ... A worker of the Grande 
Ligne Mission in French Canada, Mrs. 
Gouin by name, remarks that in visiting 
Catholics in hospitals “they seem to have 
confidence in our prayer if not in our 
religion.” ... In the Cathedral of Milan 
is a brazen serpent which the Uzxiverse, 
a Roman Catholic paper of London, re- 
cently said was thought to be the one 
lifted up by Moses in the wilderness. 
Do they think that after Hezekiah 
“brake in pieces the brazen serpent that 
Moses had made” (2 Kings 18:4) it was 
repaired again and preserved to. the 
present day? . . . Mussolini’s engineers 
are finishing eight Roman Catholic 


churches with dozens of auxiliary 
schools, dispensaries, and clinics in 
Ethiopia. He states thet 800 priests and 


1,200 nuns are needed in the work of 
Italianizing the conquered territory. 
The Salesian brotherhood leads in this 
mission. work. . Dr. Abushadid, a 
woman graduate of the Presbyterian 
mission school at Beirut, has been asked 
by the Iraq Government to organize 
health work for the women and girls in 
Mesopotamia. The 6,000 girls in the pub- 
lic schools of Bagdad are now under her 
supervision. 
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LESSON 4. APRIL 24. RECEIVING VISION FOR SERVICE 


International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 9: 2-10 
Golden Text — This is my beloved Son: hear him.—Mark 9: 7c 




















Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Mark 9:2 And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and 
James, and John, and leadeth them up into a high mountain 
apart by themselves: and he was transfigured before them. 

3 And his raiment became shining, exceeding white as sncw; 
so as no fuller on earth can white them. 

4 And there appeared unto them Elias with Moses: and they 
were talking with Jesus. 

5 And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Master, it is good for 
us to be here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, 
and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 

6 For he wist not what to say; for they were sore afraid. 

7 And there was a cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice 
came out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him. 

8 And suddenly, when they had looked round about, they 
saw no man any more, save Jesus only with themselves. 

9 And as they came down from the mountain, he charged them 
that they should tell na man what things they had seen, till the 
Son of man were risen from the dead. 

10 And they kept that saying with themselves, questioning 
one with another what the rising from the dead should mean. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Mark 9:2 And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and 
1 James, and John, and bringeth them up into a high mountain 
apart by themselves: and he was transfigured before them; 3 and 
his garments became glistering, exceeding white, so as no fuller 
on earth can whiten them. 4 And there appeared unto them Eli- 
jah with Moses: and they were talking with Jesus. 5 And Peter 
answereth and saith to Jesus, Rabbi, it is good for us to be 
here: and let us make three *tabernacles; one for thee, and one 
for Moses, and one for Elijah. 6 For he knew not what to 
answer; for they became sore afraid. 7 And there came a cloud 
overshadowing them: and there came a voice out of the cloud, 
This is my beloved Son: hear ye him. 8 And suddenly looking 
round about, they saw no one any more, save Jesus only with 
themselves. 

9 And as they were coming down from the mountain, he 
charged them that they should tell no man what things they 
had seen, save when the Son of man should have risen again 
from the dead. 10 And they kept the saying, questioning among 
themselves what the rising again from the dead should mean. 

1Or, Jacob. *#Or, booths. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 

national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of tho Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE true approach to this lesson is 
found in a careful consideration of 
verse one, which for some strange 
reason has been omitted. The Lord 
Jesus Christ told his disciples one day, 
“Verily I say unto you, That there be 
some of them that stand here, which 
shall not taste of death, till they have 
seen the kingdom of God come with 
power.” This was spoken that their 
hearts and minds might: be exercised as 
to the true nature of that Kingdom, its 
heavenly character, and its universal 
scope. 

After six days, or as Luke puts it, 
“about an eight days after” (Luke 9:28), 
that is, on the night of the eighth day, 
which began according to Jewish reck- 
oning at sunset, and therefore followed 
the seventh day, including that on which 
the Lord Jesus Christ gave this predic- 
tion, the transfiguration took place. 

Peter, who was present on that mem- 
orable occasion, tells us that it was then 
“the power and coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ” was portrayed. In other 
words, it was the manifestation of the 
Kingdom of God in embryo (2 Pet. 1: 
10-21). 

The King himself was there in his 
glory and majesty. The Father’s voice 
acclaimed his perfections and called on 
all men to “hear him.” There appeared 
with him in the same glory two arche- 
typal men: one who had passed through 
death, the other who had been caught 
up alive into Heaven. These pictured 
the heavenly side of the Kingdom. The 
disciples in their natural bodies pictured 
those on earth, basking in the sunlight 
of Messiah’s presence. It was a mo- 
mentary glimpse of the Kingdom to be 
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set up when Christ returns in power 
to reign. 

With such a vision before their souls, 
the disciples could well afford to count 
all things else but loss that they might 
have part with him in that day. 


The Historical Setting 


The present incident followed closely 
upon the instruction given regarding 
the danger of losing one’s soul, and the 
assurance that he who lost his life for 
Christ’s sake would save it. In some 
respects it formed a turning point in the 
ministry of the Lord. From this time 
on, his rejection and death are strongly 
emphasized. Israel’s probation is almost 
over. 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 9:2.—“An high mountain.” Tra- 
dition, which in this case is probably 
correct, says it was on lordly Mount 
Hermon, covered with eternal snows, 
that this incident took place. The three 
disciples were led by Jesus Christ high 
up on this mighty eminence, far from 
the throngs below, there to know the 
fulfillment of his word—to see “the 
kingdom of God come with power.” 


Verse 3.—“White as snow.” It was 
the glory of his deity from within shin- 
ing through the veil of his flesh that 
made his very garments to shine with 
a pure white light beyond anything 
known on earth. 


Verse 4.—“Elias with Moses.” Moses 
was the law-giver and Elias, or Elijah, 
the restorer. One gave the law at Sinai. 
The other called the apostate nation 
back to obedience. They were definite 
living personalities conversing with the 
Lord Jesus Christ concerning his ap- 
proaching death (Luke 9:31), in which 
all Heaven was interested. 


Verse 5.—“Three tabernacles.” The 


night was doubtless cold. Peter would 
have all made comfortable; but in his 


excited condition he put Jesus, Moses, 
and Elias on one plane. 


Verse 6.—“‘He wist not what to say.” 
How much better if, under such solemn 
circumstances, he had held his peace! 
In his impulsiveness he said the wrong 
thing. 


Verse 7.—“‘A voice came out of the 
cloud.” Immediately the cloud of the 
divine majesty overshadowed the scene, 
and the Father’s voice exclaimed, as at 
his baptism, “This is my beloved Son: 
hear him.” No one else, however ven- 
erable, should be permitted to detract 
from his glory. He alone should be 
seen and heard. 


Verse 8.—“Jesus only.” When the 
cloud lifted sufficiently to enable the 
disciples to see again, they beheld no 
man “save Jesus only with themselves.” 
The law-giver was gone. The restorer 
had disappeared. But the Lord Jesus 
Christ remained to be the supreme ob- 
ject of their hearts’ devotion and the 
Lord of their lives. 


Verse 9.—A holy secret. As they de- 
scended the mountain, presumably on 
the following morning, they were cau- 
tioned to guard the sacred experience 
into which they had entered, as a secret 
between the Lord and themselves until 
that of which the prophets had talked 
should have taken place and the Son of 
man be raised from the dead. 


Verse 10.—“The rising from the dead.” 
They knew well that the ancient Scrip- 
tures taught the resurrection of the dead. 
But rising from (that is, out of) the 
dead was to them a mystery. It sug- 
gested a special selective resurrection 
and that is what he meant them to un- 
derstand. His: own resurrection was to 
be the firstfruits of a glorious harvest 
of untold myriads of the redeemed who 
shall also rise out from among the dead 
(1 Thess. 4:13-17). 
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Lesson for April 24 


The Heart of the Lesson 

“Where there is no vision, the people 
perish” (Prov. 29:18). We need the rev- 
elation of coming glory in order to sus- 
tain us in our present conflict with sin 
and to lift us above discouragement as 
we often see the apparent thwarting of 
the will of God. But it is only apparent. 
Nothing can hinder the eventual carry- 
ing out of the divine program. The 
kingdoms of this world shall yet become 
the Kingdom of our God and his Christ. 
At the present time we are called upon 
to suffer for righteousness’ sake, to en- 
dure trial and persecution, to share in 
our Saviour’s rejection. But as surely 
as there is a God in Heaven, so surely 
shall his Kingdom come at last and the 
Crucified shall become King over all 
the earth. In that day “a king shall 
reign in righteousness” (Isa. 32:1). 
“Righteousness shall be the girdle of his 
loins” (Isa. 11:5). Then the law and 
the prophets shall all be fulfilled and the 
days of Heaven will be known on earth. 


Lesson Outlines 
METAMORPHOSIS 
The Greek word “metamorphou” is 
used in the following passages. It im- 
plies a change from within out. 
Metamorphosis by Prayer 
Transfigured (Matt. 17:2; Mark 9:2. 
See Luke 9:28, 29) 
Metamorphosis by Beholding 
Changed (2 Cor. 3:18) 
Metamorphosis by Surrender 
Transformed (Rom. 12:1, 2) 
THE KINGDOM IN EMBRYO 
The King — Christ 
The Rule of the Kingdom — Hear him 
Reigning with Christ 
Risen Saints — Moses 
Changed Saints — Elijah 
The Subjects of the Kingdom 
Saints on earth — The Three Disciples 
The Nations will be blessed through 


Israel, who will blossom and bud and 
fill the whole earth with fruit. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths , 


Transfigured. It is most interesting to 
note, as intimated in the outline above, 
that the Greek word translated “trans- 
figured” here and in Matthew 17:2 is 
only used in two other instances in the 
New Testament, where it is rendered 
“changed” in 2 Corinthians 3:18 and 
“transformed” in Romans 12:2. It is 
the word which we have Anglicized 
into “metamorphosed.” It implies a 
change that is from within out. This 
is God’s way of changing men. Not 
reformation, but regeneration. 

Christ’s Metamorphosis. In the case 
of the Lord Jesus Christ it was the glory 
of his eternal deity which, like the 
Shekinah in the Holiest, was for the 
moment shining through the curtains of 
the Tabernacle. Luke tells us this took 
place as he prayed. 

Our Metamorphosis. We are changed 
as our hearts are occupied with him and 
our lives surrendered to him. When he 
becomes the supreme object of our 
hearts we become increasingly like him. 
Some day this transformation will be 
complete, when we shall see him as he 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday Schoo! Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


4. April 24.—Receiving Vision for Serv- 


Pe ee eee ey ee oe ee ee Mark 9:2-10 
5. May 1.—Following Vision with Serv- 
ee Fa a eee Mark 9:14-29 


6. May 8.—Co-operating in Service. 
Mark 9:30-41 


7. May 15.—Testing Discipleship by 
ot, AA ee eee ee Oe Mark 10:17-31 

8. May 22.—Serving through Christian 
CHER Sis sews Mark 12:13-17, 28-34 


9. May 29.—Maintaining Personal Effi- 


ciency (A personal aspect of tem- 

perance). Daniel 1:8-16, 19, 20; 1 
Corinthians 9:24-27 

10. June 5.—Serving by Personal Devo- 


tion to Christ ...... Mark 14:3-11, 27-31 
11. June 12.—Facing the Supreme Test of 
oe ep a a ae ar Mark 14:32-46 


12. June 19.—The Suffering Servant. 
Mark 15:22-39 








is, and we shall appear with him in 
Glory. 


Practical and Personal Applications 
Would you become like the Lord Jesus 

Christ? Then live in the light of his 

presence. ; 


It is through the Word we see Jesus 
Christ in his beauty and glory. Do we 
neglect the study of our Bibles, or do 
we feast regularly upon the Holy Scrip- 
tures? 


Moses and Elijah talked with the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Blessed intimacy! Do we 
delight to talk with him, too? 


Is prayer just a duty to be performed. 
or do we esteem it a holy privilege to be 
enjoyed? 

Are we inclined to put other noted 
personages on a level with Jesus Christ, 
or do we give him the pre-eminent 
place? 


When we know not what to say, is it 
not better to be silent? 


To God the Father, Christ is the well- 
beloved One. What is he to us? 


To hear him is the secret of all Chris- 
tian living. Have we heard and obeyed 
his voice? 

Through association with Christ we 
enter into God’s secrets. Do we give 
him a chance to reveal them to us? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The Kingdom of God is the divine 
rule over the universe. 


The Lord Jesus is God’s .anointed 
King, to whom all knees must bow and 
all peoples be subject. 


There are two aspects to the Kingdom: 
the heavenly and the earthly. 


It is as we learn God’s program that 
we are able to work in harmony with 
his will. 

Too many people are working at cross 
purposes with God because they do not 
understand his objective. 


Law commands and prophets instruct, 
but the Lord Jesus Christ only can save. 

It is the Father’s will that Christ 
should ever have the pre-eminence. 


We would often hear more if we said 
less. 


7 Se 


The resurrection from the dead applies 
to Christ and the redeemed alone, but 
all the wicked will participate in the 
resurrection of the dead. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
N WHAT way did God show his ap- 
proval of the Lord Jesus Christ? 


2. If men are responsible for crucifying 
Jesus Christ, how could his death be an 
atonement for sin? 


3. Why could Christ not be holden of 
death? 


4. From what Old Testament Scriptures 
does Peter quote in verses 25 to 28 and in 
verses 34 and 35? 

5. What is the throne of David? 

6. Who were the witnesses of the resur- 
rection? 

7. Who is said to have “shed forth this” 
and what is meant by it? 

8. What two divine persons are referred 
to in verse 34? 


9. When will Christ’s foes become his 
footstool? 


10. What is. involved in the declaration 
of verse 36? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 276 of this issue. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for that light which glorified 
the presence of our Lord in the transfigura- 
tion. Thou didst verify his sonship by the 
word out of the cloud, and thou didst permit 
his companions to hear of the path that he 
was to follow in suffering many things. Help 
us, we pray thee, to realize that as we fol- 
low him, we, too, shall walk in the light, 
and shall learn the ministry of suffering in 
our own lives, in fitting us for that service 
to which he calls us. May we not seek to 
remain in the sheltered and effulgent vision 
on the mountaintop with him, when we must 
descend from such an experience into the 
experiences provided for us all along the path 
among our fellow men. May we cherish the 
high moments, which words would fail us 
to describe, but cherish them as a part of 
the great preparation which thou didst de- 
sign for us, as we face life’s tasks and priv- 
ileges. We ask this in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—You teachers today 
probably found this lesson one that you 
did not find it easy to express in words 
as to its meaning for the life of us all. 
The light on that high mountain was not 
of earth. Peter and James and John 
saw at that time a light as white as 
pure snow, and it is not strange that 
Peter,— ready spokesman that he was, 
knew not what to say, for the three were 
very much afraid. What a temptation 
to stay just there in the shelters that 
Peter suggested should be built! You 
notice, of course, that they did not ask 
for these tabernacles for themselves, but 
that they should be built for the Lord 
Jesus, and Moses, and Elias. They 
wanted to be there themselves, but what 
could they say? Words would fail. And 
when Jesus told them not to tell anyone 
what they had seen until he had risen 
from the dead, they questioned with one 
another what the rising from the dead 
should mean. These intimate disciples 
had a long way to go before they knew 
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their Lord in his fullness. He has spoken 
to us in our day through his Word, and 
has allowed us to know of his grace and 
his power, and his suffering in our be- 
half. How can any of us resist him? 
How can we drag on through life with 
no mountaintop vision? Let us very 
thoughtfully and prayerfully today ask 
him to give us such a vision in our own 
hearts, and to let us go with him into 
the plain ways of life, serving him as 





he may direct. Let us pray. 
A OICE OF ONSHIP 
ISION ERVICE 


HEAR YE HIM! 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leafiet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

The Lesson of the Mirage.—And after 
six days... he was transfigured before 
them (Mark 9:2). In 1911 a remarkable 
mirage was witnessed over Lake Erie. 
There is on the shore of Canada, just 
opposite Cleveland, a town called Ron- 
deau, at which point the lake is over 
sixty miles wide. Very few of the peo- 
ple of Cleveland had ever seen that 
town, much less set foot within it. They 
may have observed its name on the rail- 
way guides or the maps, but otherwise 
it was unknown to them. And yet for 
hours on this Sunday afternoon, by rea- 
son of the mirage, between two and 
three thousand of them had an oppor- 
tunity to see it clearly. Its blocks of 
dwellings, its church spires, its streets, 
even the river running out into the lake, 
were all seen. Never again could these 
citizens doubt that Rondeau was located 
opposite them, for on that day they had 
seen it with their physical eyes. And 
they had seen it not for themselves only, 
but for their fellow citizens, and the 
later generations who should believe 
their testimony. Something like this is 
the significance of the transfiguration of 
Christ on the mountain that memorable 
day. Peter and James and John never 
again could doubt or fail to understand 
the meaning of the promise, “The Son 
of man shall come in the glory of his 
Father with his angels.” They had seen 
the Son of man coming in his Kingdom, 
and not only for themselves, but for you 
and me and all the generations since. 
In evidence of this, take what Peter 
himself says about it (2 Pet. 1:15-18).— 
From Dr. James M. Gray. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Henry, S. Dak. 


The Peace of Higher Ground.—Jesus . . . 
leadeth them up into an high mountain 
(v. 2). A party was climbing the Alps. 
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Before reaching one of the summits, a 
storm came on. Many wanted to turn 
back. The guide urged on. In a few 
minutes they found themselves above 
the clouds looking down into the valley 
where the storm raged.. When all seems 
dark, God is bidding us to higher 
ground where we can get a better view 
of Jesus.—From The King’s Business. 
Sent by Howard M. Green, Hornell, 
Ns Zs 


Not Measured by Size.—And there ap- 
peared unto them Elias with Moses: and 
they were talking with Jesus (v. 4). 
At the opening meeting of the British 
Association, at Nottingham on Septem- 
ber 2, Mr. H. G. Wells in his presidential 
address made use of the opportunity to 
protest against what he esteemed the 
exaggeration of the importance of Pal- 
estine in the world’s history. “Solomon’s 
temple,” he said, “was smaller than most 
barns. . . . Palestine was no more than 
part of the highway between Egypt and 
Mesopotamia. . . . Nothing began there, 
nothing was worked out there. All the 
historical part of the Bible abounds in 
wild exaggeration of the importance of 
this little strip of land.” Dr. Alfred 
Noyes in a letter to The London Times 
replied very effectively to Wells’ argu- 
ment based on the physical insignifi- 
cance of Palestine, that “the human 
head, out of which many interesting 
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thoughts have been evolved, is smaller 
than most pumpkins.” . Mr. Wells’ con- 
tempt of Zion’s insignificance was voiced 
long ago and answered. The birth, life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
are facts of history connected with that 
little country.—F rom the Irish Evangel- 
ical. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Henry, S. 
Dak. Prize illustration. 


Comfort in a Cloud.—And there was a 
cloud that overshadowed them (v. 7). 
Dr. Robert Collyer, of Yorkshire, Eng., 
who came to America as a blacksmith, 
and settled in a little town in Pennsyl- 
vania, was always looking on the bright 
side of life. “A dear, good old lady 
taught me to look for the silver lining,” 
said the doctor. “How did she teach 
you?” I asked. “By example,” said the 
doctor, benignly. “She was a very poor 
woman, and overwhelmed with troubles. 
Still she was always cheerful. One day 
I said: ‘Mary, you must have some very 
dark days; they must overcome you with 
clouds sometimes.’ ‘Yes,’ she replied, 
‘but then I often find there’s comfort 
in a cloud.’ ‘Comfort in a cloud, Mary?’ 
‘Yes,’ she said, ‘when I am very low, 
I go to the window; and if I see a heavy 
cloud I think, “A cloud received Him 
out of their sight,” and I look up and see 
the cloud sure enough, and then I think 
— Well, that may be the cloud that hides 
Him; and so you see, there’s comfort in 


Attended by two 
7 glorified saints 


“My God; my eTey: Bi 
why hastthou 
forsaken me?”’ 





i the t 


Commenting on the account of the Transfiguration in Lwke 9: 28-36, Canon Farrar wrote: “ That 
this awful scene took place at night, and therefore that He ascended the mountain in the evening. is 


clear from vs. 32. 33: compare 6: 12. 


It is also implied by the allusions to the scene in 2 Peter 1:38, 


19."°| Matthew Henry notes that some believe it was at night, and Edersheim supports this view. 














Lesson for April 24 


a cloud.’”—From Robert Collyer. Sent 
by Mrs. Thomas Todd Edwards, Fleisch- 
manns, N. Y. 


Just Himself.—Jesus only (v. 8). 
Once it was the blessing — now it is the 


Lord; 

Once it was the feeling —now it is His 
Word; 

Once His gifts I wanted—now Himself 
alone; 


Once I sought for healing—now the 
Healer own; 
Once ‘twas painful 
perfect trust; 
Once a half salvation—now the utter- 
most; 

Once ‘twas what I wanted—now what 
Jesus says; 

Once ‘twas constant asking—now ‘tis 
ceaseless praise; 

Once it was my working —His it hence 
shall be; 

Once I tried to use Him—now He uses 
me; 

Once the power I wanted—now the 
Mighty One; 

Once I worked for glory —now His will 
be done! 


—From the late Dr. A. B. Simpson. Sent 


by the Rev. Thomas Todd Edwards, 
Fleischmanns, N. Y. 


The Invisible and the Visible.—This is 
my beloved Son: hear him (Golden 
Text). A Chinese Christian was ex- 
plaining to those around him. “Jesus 
is the invisible God,” said he, and “God 
is the visible. Jesus.” This was a 
unique way of saying, “He that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father; I and the 
Father are one.” God is unseeable, un- 
hearable, unknowable and untouchable 
except in Christ—From The Camel’s 
Nose. Sent by Howard M. Green, Hor- 
nell, N. Y. 


trying — now ’tis 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


What We Will Be Like—There ap- 
peared unto them Elias with Moses: and 
they were talking with Jesus (Mark 9: 
4). What do you think Elijah and Moses 
looked like as they talked with Jesus? 
Were they two old men with long gray 
beards, threescore-and-teners, or did 
they belong further down. the birthday 
scale? 

When I took my seat in this Corner 
thirty-one years ago I opened the col- 
umn with this little alliterative poem 
by Dr. Joseph Cook: 

_ “A man’s life means: Tender Teens, 

Teachable Twenties, Tireless Thirties, 
Fiery Forties, Forcible Fifties, Serious 
Sixties, Sacred Seventies, Aching Eight- 
ies, Shortening Breath, Death, The Sod, 
God.” 

Now where do you think Elijah and 
Moses fit in, as they are in the Other 
World, and as they appeared to Peter, 
James, and John? I say, “In the lower 
brackets.” John who was there tells us, 
“We shall be like him.” Paul adds his 
testimony to the same effect (1 John 3: 
2; Phil. 3:21; 1 Cor. 15:49). 

I expect to see the Elijah of Mt. Car- 
mel and the Moses who helped the 
seven girls against the shepherds! (1 
Kings 18:40; Exod. 2:16, 17.) 

When last I saw Father and Mother 
Ridgway one was near ninety and the 
other ninety-four. Father was stooped, 
bald, and hard of hearing. Mother was 
very near-sighted and wrinkled: When 
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in the 
“Tireless 


I first saw them they were 
“Teachable Twenties” and 
Thirties” zone. 

Judging from the old daguerreotypes 
they were a very good looking couple 
of young Jersey farmers. This is where 
I got my beauty — you fellers needn’t 
laff — Mother used to say, “Willie was 
a-.very pretty baby, but he grew up 
plain !” 

When I join Father and Mother up 
there I expect to see them looking pretty 
much the same as when the doctor said, 
“It is a boy,” and Mother said, “We will 
call him William Hance, after his grand- 
father, whose first grandchild he will 
be.” 

However, if you cannot agree with 
me and want to think Heaven has wheel 
chairs, crutches, and other aids for the 
victims of age, you are welcome. As 
for me, I am going to see him as he is 
—and be like him. 


Preachers and Teachers.—A_ voice 
came out of the cloud, saying, This is 
my beloved Son: hear him (v. 7). Never 
in the history of the world was it so 
full of voices as now. Many of the 
automobiles that roll along the highways 
do so to the accompaniment of various 
voices. 

But in all the world’s voices only those 
with ears to hear take knowledge. The 
world is also full of beauty, but only 
those who have eyes to see appreciate 
these beauties. 

It is the job of the artist to say to us, 
“Come and take a look.” This is what 
the wonderful Turner did for England 
and the Barbison painters did for 
France. 

Joan of Are heard voices and she 
saved France. The great preachers, 
from Paul to Martin Luther, have heard 
voices from Heaven, and like painter 
and poet and patriot and preacher, have 
been calling on the world to listen (Acts 
26: 14-18). 

Note: “This is my beloved Son: hear 
him.” Some preaching and much teach- 
ing is as if to say, “This is Dr. Eloquent, 
hear him.” That is to say, “my beloved 
Son” is not given the first place (Gal. 
1:6-9). 

There have been and are now, and 
will be, great flourishing Adult Bible 
Classes gathered around a teacher who 
attracts by personality or a “Teaching 
Gift.” Then that teacher passes — and 
usually big class also passes. But when 
the attitude of the teacher is firmly, 
“This is God’s beloved Son: hear him,” 
the class is not apt to pass with the 
teacher. 

To get down to brass tacks, we must 
get personal. Since 1889 I have had the 
Iron Rose Class. That is forty-nine 
years. For a long time it was more often 
“Bill Ridgway’s Class” than “Iron Rose,” 
and I “ran it” as Il Duce and Hitler run 
German and Italian. 

I noticed fine classes peter out when 
the teacher had to give up for one rea- 
son or other. So I quit as “Bill Ridg- 
way” and let the men run the class the 
way. they liked. They hired me as 
teacher. My duty is to hold up Jesus 
Christ. The salary is $3,000 a year, but 
is all in arrears. When the Lord says, 
“Home, William !” the Iron Rosers will 
select another, and likely a more effi- 
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cient teacher. When Moody and Sankey 
passed, there came Sunday and Rode- 
heaver. The Salvation Army did not go 
out of business with the death of Wil- 
liam Booth and his wife. 


Vision and Service.—They came down 
from the mountain (v. 9). Here is where 
the title of the lesson comes in and 
applies. On our mountaintops we are 
given the vision. Then down we come 
for the “daily grind,” which we may call 
“service.” After Sunday comes Monday. 

Some famous one who has done great 
things along certain lines, when asked, 
“How did you come to take up that ac- 
tivity?” is apt to reply, “Oh, I just had 
an inspiration.” 

I have just been reading “Bowery 
Boys.” Mr. Edward H. Harriman, a New 
York banker, got a vision of the tough, 
gangy, neglected East Side tenement 
boys. When he got this vision of the 
conditions under which the boys had 
to grow up he began to do something 
for them. 

Then MHarriman’s friend, William 
Carey, caught the same vision of these 
boys who never saw green fields, clean 
water, and shady trees, and he began 
his great “Country Week” work. 

Last summer (as I write) Camp Carey 
took care of 2,500 New York boys. There 
are now hundreds of these clubs in cities 
all over the land. The dues are twenty 
cents a year! Or nothing. No boy ever 
has to stay home for lack of carfare to 
camp. 

The Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion is doing something of the same sort. 
The Y. W. C. A. is also doing it for girls. 
Instead of individual fee the boys and 
girls unable to pay are taken in groups. 
The money is raised in small sums by 
subscription. And all because a New 
York banker and his friend got up on a 
mountaintop and then had a vision. 

This applies in all the worth-while 
things of life. Before a masterpiece of 
engineering, literature, or art there must 
be a trip to a mountaintop and a vision. 

History is full of illustrations. Carey 
for India. Livingston for Africa. Taylor 
for Asia. The Pilgrim Fathers, etc., etc., 
to this paper full! 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Material: For your’ Scripturegraph 
board have the picture of a cloud-capped 
mountain. Use your cutouts of Christ 
and Peter, James and John. For the 
child’s book, a cutout of a mountain with 
the Golden Text printed below (Mark 
9:7c). 











NE day Christ took Peter, James, and 
John for a long walk up to the top 
of a high mountain. As they went, they 
probably talked, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ taught them many things, as he 
always did on the trips they took. But 
when they reached the top of the moun- 
tain, the most wonderful thing hap- 
pened. Suddenly the Lord Jesus was 
changed, transfigured. 
His clothing, which had been plain 
clothing as other men wore, became 
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shining and whiter than the snow, and 
his face shone as the sun, so that Peter, 
James, and John could not look at him. 
Then suddenly, Moses and Elijah, who 
had left this earth hundreds of years be- 
fore, were standing beside him, talking 
to him. 

Peter was so excited that he talked 
foolishly, as we all do sometimes when 
we are excited, and he said, “Master, 
it is good for us to be here: and let us 
‘make three tabernacles; one for thee, 
and one for Moses, and one for Elias.” 
Poor Peter, he didn’t stop to think how 
impossible it would be for the heavenly 
visitors to live there in little shelters 
he would build. He wanted them to 
stay, for the sight was so grand. The 
Lord Jesus Christ did not answer him. 
But a voice spoke out of the cloud over- 
shadowing them and said, “This is my 
beloved Son: hear him.” 

Then the men fell on their faces, frigh- 
tened. Christ touched them, and when 
they looked up, the visitors were gone, 
and “they saw no man any more, save 
Jesus only,” looking as he had looked 
when they climbed the mountain that 
morning. As they came down the moun- 
tain, the Lord Jesus charged them to 
tell no man until after he was risen 
from the dead. 


Do you remember any other time 
when a voice spoke out of Heaven? 
When the Lord Jesus Christ was bap- 
tized. Yes, that time the voice said, 
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.” A third time God spoke 
out of Heaven to Christ, but the people 
who stood by did not hear the words. 
Some said it thundered, and others said 
an angel spoke to him. This happened 
the day of Christ’s triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem. 

So God the Father witnessed before 
the world that Jesus Christ was his be- 
loved Son. Yet people heard these 
voices, and saw the dove descend on 
Christ when he was baptized, and did 
not believe in him. Today people read 
the Bible, they hear the Gospel 
preached, and their friends ask them 
to accept Christ, and yet they refuse 
him. 

I hope and pray that not one of the 
children who studies this lesson will fail 
to accept the Lord Jesus Christ as his 
own Saviour, now. 

MopestTo, Catir. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 273) 


1. By mighty works and signs. 

2. God had appointed the death of Christ 
as a means of salvation, but men are re- 
sponsible for their cruel treatment of him. 

3. Because he was the sinless one. 

4. Psalms 16 and 110. 

5. It represents divine authority estab- 
lished over Israel and the nations. 

6. Peter and his companion apostles. 


7. It was the risen Christ who, with the 
Father, sent the Holy Spirit. 


8. The Father and the Son. 
9. When he returns in-person to reign. 


10. The risen one is now Saviour and 
Lord. 
+ 


CHRISTIAN YOUTH is the TrmEs weekly 
paper for young people. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: The Finder. 


Discussion: What are the ways in which 
we can visualize Jesus Christ and his 
glory today? What are the means pro- 
vided to keep the vision true? What 
are the ways to work out the picture 
so that others may also see? 


Objective: Being obedient to 
heavenly vision” (Acts 26:19). 


“the 











AY, fellows, picture-taking with a 

kodak has become a universally pop- 
ular amateur sport. The total cost of 
cameras and films and developing and 
printing, in the United States alone, 
runs into many millions of dollars. Any 
one of you fellows knows very well how 
to take a picture; and you know very 
well that to make a satisfactory view of 
the person or object or scene, you must 
look at it through the “finder.” That 
tiny square must perfectly frame the 
proposed view, tnough it may take in a 
panorama of mountains. If you are care- 
ful to frame it perfectly in the finder 
and hold a steady hand, or have the ko- 
dak firmly fixed, then snap the shutter, 
you will have the perfectly balanced 
scene in the resulting print. 

Lately I have been attempting some 
“snaps” without using the finder, be- 
cause it is not always easy to frame the 
scene and hold the camera at the proper 
level, or maybe the lights and shadows 
interfere with getting a perfect vision. 
I held the camera pointing in the gen- 
eral direction. Occasionally it has been 
fairly successful, but never quite satis- 
factory, and for the most part the re- 
sult was bad. The desired center of the 
scene was usually too far to the side or 
the top or the bottom. Sometimes there 
was too much sky or too much fore- 
ground. 

Out on a fishing trip this week, I at- 
tempted the “general direction” plan in 
taking a snapshot of one of the party 
with his string of fish—a_ beautiful 
string, of which he was justly proud. 
When the print came home it showed 
the fish being held up by a headless 
fisherman. That was a great disappoint- 
ment to my friend (and a chagrin to 
me!), for he could not prove by the 
print that he was in the picture at all — 
with his proud smile. But the fish were 
there, and a broad foreground of ugly 
grass and débris. There was no sky 
at all. Held just a trifle higher, the 
camera would have recorded the happy 
face of my friend against a background 
of lake shore, symmetrical palms, and a 
lovely sky. And it would also have in- 
cluded the string of beautiful black bass. 
It was just too bad; and now the entire 
picture can never be taken again, for 
fish do not wait for the prints to come 
home. 

And what has all that to do with the 
vision on the mountaintop? Well, this, 
in part, at least: The Lord Jesus Christ 
on the Mount of Transfiguration was 
permitting the three disciples to get a 
picture of his glory. John, who was one 
of the three, afterward wrote: “And 
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father” (John 1: 
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14). Out of their comparatively narrow 
little lives, and through their little eye- 
lids of human vision, he allowed them 
to frame, as in a finder, the great pano- 
rama of his glory. That was a picture 
to be indelibly imprinted upon their 
memory, a vision they must not forget 
as they would soon be working out its 
details, and suggestions of its immensity, 
while personally representing the risen 
Lord to the world about them. Peter 
surely had that vision clearly in his 
consciousness as he preached at Pente- 
cost. It made Peter irresistible. 

The point is this, fellows: we must see 
the Lord Jesus Christ clearly; we must 
watch for him in the Word and in 
prayer; and having found him we must 
keep him clearly in view while we work 
out the processes of the picture he wants 
us to present to the world about us. 
“For God, who commanded the light to 
shine out of darkness, hath shined in 
our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ‘‘The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories’ 








RECEIVING VISION FOR SERVICE 


























Lesson for Apr. 24 


face of Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6). It 
is not sufficient to get a vision of Jesus 
Christ and then try in a “general sort 
of way” to reproduce him, any more 
than it is possible to frame the scene 
in the finder, then handle the camera 
carelessly while snapping the shot. 

The Holy Spirit graciously reveals the 
Lord Jesus Christ to us; he keeps the 
vision true and steadfast, without wav- 
ering (if we let him); and he works 
with us as guide and teacher and power 
while we engage in the marvelous priv- 
ilege of reproducing (presenting) Jesus 
Christ to the world about us. 

WELAKA, FLA. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To help the girls to “grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord.” 

Activity.—Study the worship problems 
of your girls. Are they conscious of 
God’s presence? How can such conscious- 
ness be increased? Ask the girls to write 
original poems expressing their worship 
experiences. Also choose a worship song 
to present as a class contribution to the 
church service. 

Memory Verse.—‘‘There is none like 
unto the Lord our God” (Exod. 8:10c). 











IRLS, what was the most worshipful 

or deeply spiritual experience you 
have ever had? (The following situa- 
tions may be discussed. The girls may 
have personal testimonies to make in 
response to some of them.) 

1. When you_ accepted _— salvation 
through faith in Christ as your own 
Saviour (John 1:12). 

2. When you realized that in addition 
to salvation you also had received vic- 


tory over temptation through faith in) 


Christ (1 Cor. 15:57). 

3. When you faced some overwhelm- 
ing problem and received the peace and 
assurance of God’s response to prayer 
(Isa. 65:24). 

4. When you forgot your own interests 
in order to help another (Matt. 25:40). 

5. When you had the rapturous joy of 
introducing a friend to your Saviour 
(John 15:11, 12). 

6. When you were quietly worship- 
ing, alone, or with others (John 4:23). 

Today we learn of an inspiring inci- 
dent in the lives of Peter, James, and 
John, when the Lord Jesus Christ led 
them into a mountain where they could 
commune together, apart from the world 
and its diversions. (Read the lesson.) 

Can you not imagine how Peter’s heart 
must have thrilled with the memory of 
this marvelous occasion as he told it to 
Mark for the Gospel story? Peter re- 
membered that the Master had warned 
him and his friends to tell no one the 
story “till the Son of man were risen 
from the dead,” and very likely the 
three disciples had talked together about 
that strange request. 

Peter was humble as he told Mark 
the story. Luke 9:32 tells us that when 
the disciples first saw the transfigured 
Lord and his two companions, they had 
just awakened from sleep. Peter did 
not excuse himself with sleepiness. He 
gave a plain statement of his material- 
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istic enthusiasm and frankly admitted 
that he and the others were filled with 
intense fear. 

As Peter recalled the story he must 
have considered how much he had 
learned since he had witnessed the 
transfiguration. Now he knew that “law 
was given by Moses, but grace and truth 
came by Jesus Christ” (Jehn 1:17). 
Moses had received instructions from 
God to tell the people how they should 
live. Peter had probably studied these 
instructions from childhood, but how in- 
adequate he had been in himself to fol- 
low them! “For what the law could not 
do, in that it was weak through the flesh, 
God sending his own Son in the like- 
ness of sinful flesh, and for sin, con- 
demned sin in the flesh” (Rom. 8:3). 
Peter realized that even Moses was 
merely one of God’s witnesses, lost un- 
til God restored him. Therefore, Moses 
was not worthy of worship. 

No doubt as a boy, Peter had enjoyed 
the stories of Elijah, the man who was 
fed by ravens (1 Kings 17:6), who 
prayed and a lifeless child was restored 
(1 Kings 17:21), who prayed again and 
fire fell from Heaven (1 Kings 18:37, 
38), who met God in the stillness (1 
Kings 19:12), and who miraculously as- 
cended into Heaven (2 Kings 2:11). Yet, 
now, Peter understood that Elijah was 
merely another human being, a sinner, 
redeemed by the Son of God (Jas. 5: 
17). Elijah, therefore, was not worthy 
of worship. 

In the midst of the tumult of their 
emotions, Peter, James, and John had 
heard distinctly the voice of God, “This 
is my beloved Son: hear him.” As Peter 
remembered this he may have wondered 
how he could have been so blinded. He 
had been privileged to see Christ stand- 
ing before him, the Light of the world 
in all the radiance of his glory, yet 
Peter had not comprehended (John 1:4, 
5). However, at God’s proclamation the 
three men had turned their attention 
upon the Lord Jesus, and as they did so 
their visions cleared, their fears van- 
ished, and they were conscious of “Jesus 
only.” Who can give us the meaning of 
our Memory Verse? 

One morning a mother told her young 
daughter, “My dear, you looked radiant 
last night when you came home.” “I 
am so glad you could tell,” the girl re- 
joiced, “because last night at the revival 
meeting I accepted Christ as my Sav- 
iour, and I want my life to be radiant 
for him” (2 Cor. 2:14). 

Girls, how do we know the Lord Jesus 
Christ is adequate? Let us look at God’s 
message to his redeemed ones. 1. We 
can do all through Christ (Phil. 4:13). 
2. His grace is sufficient (2 Cor. 12:9). 
3. We are more than conquerors through 
him (Rom. 8:37). 4. Christ gives us vic- 
tory (1 Cor. 15:57). 5. He supplies all 
our needs in himself (Phil. 4:19). 6. He 
is our supreme sufficiency (Eph. 3:20). 

(Discuss with the girls how Christ 
may become more precious to each one 
through Bible study, prayer, Christian 
fellowship, service. Assign the projects.) 

Look around during the week at the 
needs of your community, and tell in 
class next Sunday what we may do to 
make Christ known to others. Learn 
Mark 10:27. 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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Notes from a 
Layman’'s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















A Side Light on the Lesson in This Issue 


Jesus taketh with him Peter, and 
James, and John, and leadeth them 
up into an high mountain (Mark 
9:2). 


HE word for “taketh” is paralam- 

banei, the word Jesus uses in de- 
scribing the rapture of the Church, “one 
shall be taken: the other left.” “And 
leadeth them up,” anapherei, is the word 
of Luke 24: 51, “he was... carried up 
into heaven.” The Transfiguration ex- 
perience of the apostles intimates that 
of his caints at his coming, — the living 
and the raised. Metemorphothe, he was 
transfigured before them, is a word used 
in the New Testament only of the Lord 
and of his followers. So Romans 12:2, 
“But be ye transfigured by the renewing 
of your mind.” And in 2 Corinthians 3: 
18: “But we all, with open face behold- 
ing as in a glass the glory of the Lord, 
are transfigured into the same image 
from glory to glory.” 


And Peter answered and said to 
Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be 
here (Mark 9:5). 


ARK says in commenting on Peter’s 

utterance, “He wist not what to 
say.” This confusion is obvious from his 
use of the word Rabbi (Master, in the 
sense of teacher, not of Lord) in ad- 
dressing the transfigured Christ. On the 
other hand, in his second Epistle, when 
recounting this incident, he calls him 
“our Lord Jesus Christ,” of whose ma- 
jesty “we were eyewitnesses.” He has 
now the right perspective. Nicodemus 
might say to Jesus in the darkness of 
the humble Jewish home, “Rabbi, we 
know that thou art a teacher come from 
God.” Yet Jesus, even then was quick 
to make clear that he was no mere 
didaskalos, teacher, but the regenerat- 
ing Saviour of men. To call him “Rabbi” 
amid the glory of the Mount of Trans- 
figuration, when the Father was authen- 
ticating him as the beloved Son, was 
indeed tactless. Not less the self-satis- 
fied, “It is good for us to be here,” as 
if Peter was in the same class with the 
Son of God. 





Children at Home 








In the Shadow of the Mosque 
By Mabel C. Stewart 


AWN was just breaking as Abdulla 

opened his eyes. It was really the 
muezzin’s calling of the faithful to 
prayer, from the near-by mosque, which 
had wakened him. 

“Come to prayer! Come to prayer! 
God is great! There is no God but God, 
and Mohammed is the Prophet of God !” 

Abdulla recognized the voice of his 
uncle, as, high in the minaret of the 
mosque, the call went out over the city, 
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and he knew all faithful Mohammedans 
within the sound of that voice were pre- 
paring themselves for the service of 
prayer. No thoughtless rushing in to 
prayer it was for them, as it is for many 
so-called Christians in our own land. 
From his rope-strung cot on the shel- 
tered veranda Abdulla watched his 
father as he made ready to go to the 
mosque. Running water washed his 
arms, from finger tips to elbows, his face 
and neck, and his feet to the ankles. 
Five times a day, as each call to prayer 
came from the mosque, Abdulla knew 
that his father, along with all other 
faithful followers of Mohammed the 
Prophet, would thus prepare himself for 
prayer. 

Abdulla shivered and drew the cotton 
comfort up over his head again. Win- 
ter days and nights are chilly, even in 
North India, and he was not ready yet 
to begin the day. He settled down for 
more sleep. . 

“Abdulla, hurry! You'll be late for 
school !” 

School! Of course he must get up. 
Abdulla’s education had started with his 
uncle the Maulvie, who had taught him 
to read the Koran, but now he attended 
the regular school in the city, for Mo- 
hammedan boys. That was more fun, 
since there were plenty of boys with 
whom to work and play. 

So soon, his books, slate, reed pen, and 
ink pot carefully tied in a red bandanna 
and balanced on his head, Abdulla was 
making his way down the dusty road 
under the arched trees. The school play- 
ground was full of boys, and he eagerly 
joined them. Today there was to be a 
hockey game with the boys of the Chris- 
tian boys’ boarding school. 

“Playing with those dogs of outcastes ! 
What is the meaning of that ?” his father 
had asked Abdulla, when he first heard 
of the plan. It was not seemly for the 
nephew of a Maulvie to be mingling 
with outcastes. 

“But, Father,” Abdulla had explained, 
“they do have a good team, even if they 
are only Christians. Their foreign white 
teacher coaches them.” 

His father was not quite reconciled. 
“Well, see that you have very little to 
do with them, my son,” he said. “They 
are not fit company for the followers of 
our Prophet — peace to his: name.” 

Certainly Abdulla had no intention of 
mingling more than was necessary with 
the Christians. Did he not know that 
they came from the despised ones — the 
“untouchables”? Did he not know that 
Christians worshiped three gods, when 
there was but one true God? Also they 
did not accept the holy Prophet Moham- 
med as their leader. Also, and worst 
of all, they ate that filthy, forbidden ani- 
mal, the pig! 

But they could play hockey; he had 
to admit that, when, after a hard-fought 
game that afternoon, the Christian boys 
were victorious. They played a clean 
game, too, and did not use foul language, 
as some of the Mohammedan boys un- 
doubtedly did. One boy in particular 
had impressed Abdulla. His name was 
Samuel, and after the game he said: 
“You boys certainly made us work for 
our game. Next time you must come up 
to our field and play.” He was the boy 
Abdulla had noticed, who had said noth- 
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ing when one of the Mohammedan team 
had angrily called him names. 

When the return game was played on 
the Christians’ ball field Abdulla had an 
opportunity to see the school, the well 
cared for boys, big and little, and the 
missionary in charge of them. There 
was a small chapel, he noticed, where he 
was told their religious services were 
held. 

“Let’s visit their service on Sunday,” 
one of his Mohammedan friends sug- 
gested. “It would be fun to hear what 
they say.” 

So Abdulla, careful to let his father 
know nothing of his plans, visited a 
Christian church service for the first 
time. He went expecting to scoff and 
perhaps have some fun, but from the 
first he was surprised into silence. The 
plain building was filled with quiet, rev- 
erent listeners, Every boy’s head was 
bowed in prayer as Abdulla and his 
friends entered. Soon the missionary 
began to read from the New Testament, 
which, Abdulla knew, was well spoken 
of in the Koran. Then, very simply, he 
explained what he had read. It was 
strange doctrine, indeed. 

“Not what we take into our mouths 
defiles us,” he was saying, “but what 
comes out of our mouths — evil words, 
which spring from evil thoughts, which 
come from evil hearts; these are the 
things which defile and make us un- 
clean.” ‘ 

“So,” thought Abdulla to himself, “is 
he trying to say the pig is clean, and fit 
to eat?” 

But the more he thought about it, the 
more Abdulla wondered about the mis- 
sionary’s words. Plenty of evil, filthy 
speech had Abdulla heard. Every child 
in India grows up in an atmosphere of 
unclean words. Because they would not 
defile themselves by eating that unclean 
animal, were the followers of Moham- 
med altogether pure? Abdulla knew 
they were not, and he was troubled. 

He went again to a Christian service. 
This time the message was about the 
seed, the Word of God, some of which 
fell on good ground and brought forth 
a harvest, some of which came to noth- 
ing. After the service Samuel spied him, 
and brought him to the missionary. Ab- 
dulla was embarrassed. He had not 
meant to appear interested. 

“Did you understand the message this 
morning?” the missionary asked. 

“Oh, yes, indeed, sir,” replied Abdulla, 
politely. “You speak our language very 
well.” 

*T did not mean that,” smiled the mis- 
sionary. “Did you understand what God 
was saying in his Word?” 

“Not altogether. There are many puz- 
zling things.” 

“Here is a little book I wish you would 
read. God will speak through it to your 
heart.” 

It was the Gospel according to Mat- 
thew which the missionary gave to Ab- 
dulla. As he read it, slyly, for he knew 
his father would not permit, he became 
more and more troubled. So different 
this was from the Koran, the Mohamme- 
dan Bible! And yet he was a Moham- 
medan. He would have nothing more to 
do with these Christians and their books. 
Yet he could not quite bring himself to 
destroy the book. After all, the New 
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Testament was spoken well of by the 
Prophet. 

It is too long a story to tell all about 
Abdulla’s search for the truth, and his 
struggle against accepting it. But the 
seed had fallen on good ground, and had 
taken root. Christ’s precious invitation, 
“Come unto me...and I will give you 
rest,” finally brought him to the Saviour 
he accepted as his own. For this de- 
cision, however, this Mohammedan boy 
had to pay dearly. His father, feeling 
his son had brought disgrace on them 
all, cast him out of the home. His 
broken-hearted mother mourned him as 
dead. “I have no son,” she said. Pen- 
niless, he came to the missionary. After 
some training he became a very useful 
language teacher for new missionaries, 
and traveling with them as they itiner- 
ated among villages where the call to 
prayer rings out five times daily, Ab- 
dulla has over and over fearlessly told 
the story of Jesus Christ his Saviour to 
those whom he used to claim as fellow 
Mohammedans,. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











May 1. Jobs in a Changing World. 2 Peter 
1:2-11. (Consecration Meeting.) 
Sunday, April 24 


Will the Teachings of Jesus Work 
Today? (Matt. 5:9, 38-48; 7:12) 





Mon.—Jesus’ hard sayings (John 6:57- 
69). 
Tues.—Jesus’ sayings on preparing for 
the future (Matt. 6:24-34). 
Wed.—Do_ Jesus’ sayings on prayer 
work? (Matt. 7:7-12.) 

Thurs.—Is divine healing practical? (Mark 
16:17-20.) 

Fri.—Are men “born again” today? (John 
3:1-13.) 

Sat.—Dare we practice all the Sermon 
on the Mount? (Matt. 7:24-29.) 











CERTAIN young woman purchased 

a book, but after reading a few 
chapters, laid it aside as dull and un- 
interesting. Some months afterward 
she met the author, and a warm friend- 
ship sprang up between them. The 
dull, uninteresting book became alive 
and fresh. Every sentence had a charm 
for her heart because she had learned 
to love the author. Love was the in- 
terpreter. 

% 

Our answer to the question raised by 
our topic for this week will, in a large 
measure, depend upon our relationship 
to the Lord Jesus. It is not that this 
relationship will in any sense change 
the facts or truths set down in the 
Scriptures. They are timeless in their 
application, regardless of what we think 
of them. But what we think of them 
will in a large measure be determined 
by what we know of Christ. If we 
know him merely as a good man, who 
lived nineteen hundred years ago, and 
who died an ignominious death for the 
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Lesson for April 24 


sake of his ideals, then his words will 
have little more weight with us than 
the words of any philosopher of his 
time. But if we see in him the unique 
Son of God, the second person of the 
Trinity, the One who died in our place 
that we might have life, then we will 
treasure his words and find in them the 
principles that will guide and control 
our every action. 
4 


The Lord Jesus said of himself, “I 
am the way, the truth, and the life” 
(John 14:6). His hearers recognized 
that he “taught as one having author- 
ity, and not as the scribes” (Matt. 7: 
29). Repeatedly he told his hearers 
that he did not speak his own words 
but the words of God the Father (John 
7:17; 8:26, 28, 38; 12:49, 50; 14:10). 

The teachings of the Lord Jesus were 
given on the ground of eternity and 
not that of any particular age or di- 
vision of time. He said it himself, “Be- 
fore Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58). 
In Revelation we find him described as 
the one “which is, and which was, and 
which is to come” (Rev. 1:8). 
of his teachings, “Heaven and earth shall 
pass away, but my words shall not pass 
away” (Luke 21:33). 


5-4 
One great difficulty with many who 
come to the teachings of the Lord Jesus 
is that they approach them as they 
would the teachings of some earthly 
leader. ‘They want to pick and choose 
which of his precepts they will follow, 
and which they will discard. This can- 
not be. In the parable of the two foun- 
dations you will remember that the Lord 
Jesus likens those who heard his teach- 
ings, and did not obey them, to a fool 
who built his house on the sand, only 
to have it swept away when the storms 
came (Matt. 7: 24-29). 
ve 
There are some who would choose 
what Christ says about a loving Father 
and yet reject the teaching concerning 
God’s plan for redemption. There are 
some who are willing enough to ap- 
prove of Christ’s teachings concerning 
social relationships, and yet who re- 
fuse to acknowledge his claims as the 
unique Son of God, and the Saviour 
of the world. 
_ It makes all the difference in the 
world as to whether or not we know 
and love the author, for when his teach- 
ings deal with those deep and personal 
heart issues and call upon us to love 
our neighbors as ourselves, to love our 
enemies, and to be perfect, even as “your 
Father which is in heaven is perfect,” 
obedience is absolutely impossible un- 
less our hearts are filled with his love 
and we are enabled by his strength. 
ye 
There is a sense in which men may 
outwardly follow some of the teach- 
ings of the Lord Jesus. This is dem- 
onstrated in our hospitals, in our homes 
for the aged, in our orphanages, in our 
schools, and in many agencies for the 
relief of suffering or disaster, and for 
social betterment. Nineteen hundred 
years of Christian demonstration has 
taught many who are not Christians the 
vaiue of many Christian principles. 
But those teachings of Christ that deal 
with the innermost workings of the hu- 
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velation. 





He said, 


man heart can only be followed when 
there is a definite heart change brought 
about by the power of God through faith 
in the Lord Jesus. Christ’s teachings 
will work today when the human heart 
has been cleansed and made new, for he 
alone can give the power to obey his 
teachings. Herein lies the secret of fail- 
ure of so many of man’s peace efforts. 
The trouble is not with the teachings of 
the Lord Jesus, but because men have 
not been willing to have their hearts 
and lives changed. 

Have you been finding his teachings 
difficult? How well then do you know 
the Author? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





With the New Books 








A Philosopher’s Love For Christ. By 
William Hazer Wrighton, M.A., D.D. 
(Eerdmans Publishing Co. Grand 
Rapids, Mich., cloth $1, paper 60 cents.) 
The Song of Solomon interpreted by 
Samuel Rutherford of Scotland is some- 
thing to be expected, but the Song of 
Solomon interpreted by the head of the 
Department of Philosophy in a modern 
State University is something to awaken 
interest and inquiry. Perhaps not since 
Hudson Taylor wrote “Union and Com- 
munion” has a book appeared which en- 
ters so richly into the spiritual depths 
of the Song of Solomon as this book of 
twelve brief meditations on the love of 
Christ. There is a beautiful blending of 
careful’ exegesis, homiletic skill in ar- 
rangement and in illustration, gems of 
spiritual poetry, and a warm revelation 
of the person and glory of Christ, ex- 
pressing the personal love of the writer 
for Him who is “altogether lovely.” In 
the chapter on the loveliness of Christ, 
the words of the Song of Solomon are 
seen to unfold the purity of his life, the 
richness of his redemption, the wisdom 
of God, the strength of his salvation, the 
beauty of his words, his inexpressible 
loveliness. In the royal banqueting 
house we enjoy Divine Welcome, Divine 
Intimacy, Divine Enjoyment, Joy, Fel- 
lowship, Love, Divine Assurance, and all 
these are unfolded from the beautiful 
word pictures in the Song of Solomon, 
and made practical for present life. If 
the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom, this philosopher has discovered 
that the key to a true love of wisdom is 
love for him in whom are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
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ing that you saw the advertisement in 
The Sunday School Times. 
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tunity to express gratitude for 
the courteous attention and 
splendid service we received 
in every way during our stay. 
We especially appreciated 
the delightful music and 
entertainment provided.” 

A visit here will put you, 
too, in the “write” frame of 
mind. Concerts and varied 
amusement. Superb food. 
Health baths. Long Ocean 
Decks. On the Boardwalk. 
Restricted clientele. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


April 18 to 24 

Mon.—Mark 9:2-10. The Transfigured Christ. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Eyewitnesses of 
his majesty.” The heavenly radiance 
shone out of, and not merely down upon, 
Christ. Deity was revealed through his 
condescending humanity. “Eyewit- 
nesses of HIS majesty” give their irref- 
ragable testimony to “the power and 
coming of our Lord” (2 Pet. 1:16). One 
day we, too, shall be “eyewitnesses of 
his majesty.” Pray for revival in “five 
churches” in Cumberland County, Pa. 
(Requested.) 


Tues.—Excdus 33:8-11. Moses Sees God. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Thou canst not 
see my face: for there shall no man see 
me, and live” (v. 20). God’s glory is 
too bright for this world. He dwells in 
light unapproachable. No man can see 
it and live. It is reserved for an ap- 
pointed time. Glorious will be the mani- 
festation (Rev. 22:4). Moses’ shining 
face, veiled when he spoke to Israel, 
witnessed to the glory of divine radi- 
ance. It will be revealed for us when 
the Lord descends for his people. In the 
meantime look unto him and be light- 
ened. Spend time with God. Pray for 
the missionaries still in the China war 
zone. 


Wed.—Daniel 7:9-14. Daniel’s Vision. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “One like the Son 
of man came with the clouds of heaven.” 
Old-time prophets saw Christ, and 
greeted him afar off. Isaiah’s flaming 
messages were due to his experience 
with the Coming One (John 12:41). Dan- 
iel’s vision has its counterpart in that 
of John on the isle of Patmos (Rev. 1: 
13, 14). Ezekiel in like manner saw 
Christ in his glory (Ezek. 1:26). Dan- 


iel’s view embraces the coming, the 
glory, and the Kingdom of Christ. By 
faith we, too, can see him afar. Pray 


for the Aldersgate Prayer Fellowship of 
Methodist Ministers, 26 N. Jackson 
Street, Clarendon Hills, Ill. 


Thurs.—Acts 9:10-19. Saul’s Vision. 

PRAYER SuccEsTIons: “I... saw him 
saying unto me, Make haste” (Acts 22: 
17, 18). This vision in the Temple found 
Paul with some unhappy remnants of 
the old life. Argument instead of ac- 
tion drew from his Master, “Depart!” 
The old life is incurably slothful. It finds 
reasons for debating self-chosen courses 
with the Lord. Peter had his, “Not so, 
Lord.” Visions are wings. “Make 
haste”! Pray for a mighty awakening in 
Russia, the missionary headquarters of 
the Anti-God movement. 


Fri.—Acts 10:9-16. Peter’s Vision. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Peter doubted in 
himself what this vision which he had 
seen should mean” (v. 17). Providences 
light up mysteries. Men who stood at 
the gate helped Peter understand. 
Prayer prepares for the voice of God 
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and the call of human need. Pray for 
Helen Priscilla Stam (“The Miracle 
Baby”) in China. 


Sat.—Revelation 1:13-18. 
PRAYER SvuGcestTions: “When I saw 
him.” John describes his experience 
accompanying the vision of Christ mh 
his glory. Christ’s Saviourhood and 
Lordship were in view. Humiliation, 
appreciation, and adoration were his re- 
sponses to the vision. What our feelings 
will be when we shall see him may be 
imagined from this account. Practice 
prayer. Adoration will prepare for the 
sight of his glory. Prayer is “time spent 
with God.” Pray for the Chefoo Schools 
of the China Inland Mission, in China. 


Sun.—Hebrews 1:1-9. The Son’s Heritage. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Sit on my right 
hand, until I make thine enemies thy 
footstool.” Our suffering Saviour now 
sits on the right hand of the Majesty 
on high. His first coming is absolutely a 
fact of history; the second coming is 
also inescapably certain. Neither earth 
nor hell can hinder that return. Every 
knee shall bow before the Son who is 
the rightful heir of all things. Time 
has but a little way to go, it seems, be- 
fore he shall appear. Pray for a revival 
of the missionary spirit. 
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